
Our President
A NOTE FROM

Mike Dickerson

Your friend & fellow hunter,

With a successful awards banquet behind us and a successful 

women's pheasant hunt, deer season is now upon us. October 1st 

is bow hunting opener here in Michigan.This is another chance for 

us to get outdoors with family, friends and loved ones. I cannot 

help but think about those times in the field with my family. SCI-

Flint has provided the opportunity to get my wife, daughter and 

sons more involved in conservation and being outdoors. Most 

recently, we were able to connect with fellow members and 

friends for a successful goose hunt. This was a reminder of why 

we must work together to grow our membership and protect this 

great resource that we all cherish. Thank you each and everyone 

of you for your support to make this club so great.

In the month of October, we will be hosting a youth pheasant 

hunt on the 16th at Muzzy's Pheasant Farm. 

Get outside, it's a great place to be. 

President, Mike Dickerson



Rincon Outfitters
Professional Hunting Guide Service

ROBERT M. DRYDEN
13455 E Speedway Blvd.
Tucson, AZ 85748
(520)349-6497

Rincon Out�tters o�ers 
guided or out�tted hunts in 
the Southwestern US. 
All of our hunts are guided by 
our own professional guides, 
who are experienced, safety-
oriented hunters with 
extensive knowledge of 
Southwestern species and 
regions.

Rincon Out�tters focuses on guiding in the rugged, 
untamed state of Arizona. Arizona distributes permits 
through computerized drawings in July with application 
dates falling in early June. The permits for some hunts 
listed in this site are available on a "�rst come/�rst 
served" or "over the counter" basis and will be denoted 
accordingly.

Rincon Out�tters has alliances with Trophy Connection, 
Kabra Outdoor Adventures, and Fred Mau's Outdoor 
Adventures.



Everyone left the event well fed, 
well educated, inspired, empowered 
and ready to get back into the �eld!

The Muzzy staff worked diligently 
to provide a �rst class 
experience and successful hunting! 
Many thanks to the pros at Muzzy 
Pheasant Farm for hosting us. Our 
thanks goes out to our friends and 
volunteers from Pheasants Forever 
as well as our SCI-Flint volunteers 
that all worked together to provide 
another successful hunt for women.

   On September 18th the Flint Regional 
Chapter of SCI partnered with 
Genesee County Pheasants Forever 
to sponsor a Women's Pheasant hunt 
for 20 women at Muzzy Pheasant 
Farm in Corunna Michigan- many 
of which were �rst time hunters! 
There was a morning and afternoon 
hunt that started with a presentation 
on SCI and Pheasants Forever and 
how our organizations are working to 
promote and protect hunting in our 
area.

The ladies then learned �rearms and 
hunting safety and the rules they had 
to follow as they went into the �eld. A 
training session followed that saw 
the hunters actually �ring at �ying 
clay targets that simulated the game 
they would be going after. They were 
then split up into two groups of 5 and 
each group was assigned a guide/dog 
handler and a mentor to help them as 
they took to the �elds. After the 
hunts, the ladies returned to the 
clubhouse to enjoy bbq pulled 
pheasant sandwiches to satisfy the 
appetites they worked up in the �eld. 
After eating, a discussion of what 
they had learned was held which 
�owed into a session where the 
women hunters were shown how to 
prepare the pheasants for cooking. 
They then went to work on the birds 
they had harvested- cleaning them 
and dressing them for transport 
home. This was a valuable lesson 
because it gave these ladies a 
chance to see what goes into 
converting an animal into meat to be 
cooked.



We had another successful awards banquet this 

September celebrating all the various animals 

harvested in 2021. We enjoyed seeing familiar faces as 

well as getting to know new members. The evening 

consisted of a delicious dinner, a display of mounts 

brought in by members, the presentation of awards 

along with the story behind each hunt. Between awards, 

members had the opportunity to participate in fun 

games and raffles to win prizes. We ended our evening 

by hearing from the newly inducted member of the 

Archery Hall of Fame, Bob Eastman. We also viewed 

an incredible video from one of his many hunts in 

Africa. 

This year we had a significant increase in the number of 

entries, partly due to the recent inclusion of waterfowl 

and upland birds. Some of our impressive entries this 

year include one of the largest turkeys ever taken with a 

handgun, a large black bear harvested by a youth 

hunter, a leopard, a 415 inch estate whitetail, and a 200 

inch Michigan whitetail. The winner of our People’s 

Choice Award was a pair of foxes in a canoe 

accompanied by a muskrat. This year we proudly 

renamed the Best Overall Archery Award as the Bob 

Eastman Archery Award. The recipient this year was 

Josh Luft for his 200 inch Michigan whitetail. 

We are so grateful to everyone who submitted an entry, 

those who brought in a mount, and all who joined us for 

this fun evening. We look forward to seeing the 

successful hunts of 2022.   

 



Aug. 25, 2022
Contact: DNR-Wildlife@Michigan.gov 
With certain duck and goose hunting seasons starting Sept. 1 throughout the state, and others to follow 
this fall and winter, the Michigan Department of Natural Resources asks all hunters to be observant and 
careful when harvesting and handling wild birds, due to the presence of the highly pathogenic avian 
in�uenza virus.
Although the rate of positive HPAI detections has slowed this summer, a recent uptick in reports of wild 
bird die-offs, neurologically abnormal wild birds and HPAI detections has prompted the DNR to issue 
additional guidance. In�uenza experts expect a resurgence of this “bird �u” as waterfowl migrations get 
underway and fall hunting seasons begin.
The H5N1 virus continues to be detected through wild bird surveillance activities and is considered 
widespread in wild bird populations throughout Michigan, including all watersheds in both the Upper and 
Lower peninsulas. Dabbling ducks are the most commonly infected waterfowl, but geese, swans, 
shorebirds and other species also can be infected.
“Avian in�uenza or ‘bird �u’ is caused by viruses that infect both wild and domestic birds. Highly 
pathogenic avian in�uenza viruses can severely affect the health of domestic birds, wild birds and, 
sometimes, humans and other mammals,” said Megan Moriarty, the state wildlife veterinarian with the 
DNR.
“As Michigan waterfowl hunters get out in the �elds and marshes this season, we want them to know there 
is a lot they can do both to help prevent the spread of highly pathogenic avian in�uenza and to keep 
themselves, others and our bird and wildlife populations safe,” she said.

Highly pathogenic avian in�uenza is highly contagious, and poultry are especially vulnerable. The strain 
of HPAI now present in North America has caused extensive morbidity (illnesses) and mortality (death) 
events in a range of wild bird species. In particular, waterfowl, raptors and avian scavengers such as 
vultures, gulls and terns have been affected.
Making the situation more challenging, wild birds can be infected with HPAI and show no signs of illness. 
They can carry the disease to new areas when migrating, potentially exposing domestic poultry to the 
virus. Currently, the DNR does not anticipate any serious impact to Michigan’s waterfowl populations.
Highly pathogenic avian in�uenza primarily affects birds, but is also a zoonotic disease, or one that has 
the potential to pass from domestic or wild animals to humans. According to the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the public health risk associated with HPAI remains low, but advises people to 
avoid handling any sick or dead wild birds.

DNR urges waterfowl hunters to use caution, expects fall surge in highly 
pathogenic avian influenza

In late 2021, a Eurasian strain of the HPAI virus was introduced into North America, and HPAI cases 
now have been con�rmed in domestic birds, wild birds and wild mammals throughout most of the 
United States and Canada. Michigan’s initial HPAI detection, in a wild bird, occurred March 15, 2022. 
Since then, our state has had approximately 150 positive detections in wild birds and mammals.

HPAI origin, observable symptoms

mailto:dnr-wildlife@michigan.gov
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA4MjUuNjI3NzkzMjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG5yL2Fib3V0L25ld3Nyb29tL3JlbGVhc2VzLzIwMjIvMDMvMjQvYXZpYW4taW5mbHVlbnphLWNvbmZpcm1lZC1pbi13aWxkLWJpcmRzP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj13YXRlcmZvd2wraHVudGVyK2NhdXRpb24raHBhaSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPXByJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.fhPKUxHRuvPmdKCtdIr6AlheL27P2d6RzuIkhmkQkbo/s/731434462/br/143092877151-l


Immediately report wild bird deaths to your state wildlife management agency so that bird die-offs can 
be investigated and tested for avian in�uenza. In particular, die-offs involving six or more birds should be 
reported. Sick, dead or neurologically abnormal wild mammals also may be cause for concern, so please 
report those, too.

Call the DNR Wildlife Disease Laboratory at 517-336-5030.

Call a local DNR wildlife �eld of�ce to speak to a �eld biologist.

Use the DNR’s Eyes in the Field app. Choose the “diseased wildlife” reporting option.

 Prevent contact of domestic or captive birds with wild birds.

 Do not handle sick or dead wildlife. If it is necessary to do so, use a shovel, wear impermeable gloves,   
wash hands with soap and water, and change clothing before having contact with domestic poultry or   
pet birds.

Moriarty encouraged the public to continue sharing wildlife observations, even though the DNR will be 
unable to respond to every person submitting a report.
“It just takes a few minutes, but each report about birds and animals that are sick or appear to have 
unexplained deaths, especially in clusters, is a tip that often can lead to valuable information about a 
wildlife community,” she said. “We appreciate every effort to share those observations. While every bird 
or animal will not necessarily be tested for HPAI, all such observations are important and contribute to 
our understanding of this outbreak.”
Other HPAI resources

 

2022 Michigan Waterfowl Hunting Digest, especially pages 38-39.
Avian in�uenza updates (michigan.gov)
Avian In�uenza | U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (fws.gov)
USDA APHIS | 2022 Detections of Highly Pathogenic Avian In�uenza
Bird Flu Current Situation Summary | Avian In�uenza (Flu) (cdc.gov)

Harvest only waterfowl that act and look healthy. Do not handle or eat sick game.
Field dress and prepare game outdoors or in a well-ventilated area.
Wear rubber or disposable latex gloves while handling and cleaning game.
Remove and discard intestines soon after harvesting and avoid direct contact with the intestinal 
contents.
Do not eat, drink, smoke or vape while handling carcasses.
When done handling game, wash hands thoroughly with soap and water (or alcohol-based hand 
sanitizer if soap and water are unavailable), and clean knives, equipment and surfaces that came in 
contact with game. Wash hands before and after handling any meat.
Keep waterfowl cool (either with ice or refrigeration), below 45 degrees Fahrenheit, until 
processed, and then refrigerate or freeze.
Thoroughly cook all game to an internal temperature of 165 degrees Fahrenheit before eating it.

Safety guidelines for hunters

Help prevent the spread of HPAI
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For my step son “Johnny’s” 50th birthday 
we treated him to a Somerby Safari with 
South Africans 2019 Professional Hunter 
of the year Charles Humphries at Shelanti 
just south of the Botswana border in 
Limpopo South Africa. Johnny 
successfully harvested an Impala, 
Wildebeest, Zebra, and a Kudu! I was 
fortunate to take my 7th Cape Buffalo, 
the third with my Merkel LH 9.3X74 and 
my �rst with Barnes TSX hand loads.

I contacted Sune Beaukes of Somerby 
Safaris to locate a school near 
Shelanti that needed assistance. The 
Baltimore Full Academy Center for 
Holistic Education in Baltimore 
Limpopo South Africa has about 60 
students grades 1-12.

 The school is run by Jorrie Je-Zelle 
Joubert, she advised that the school 
receives little Government support 
and only one meal a day for the 
students, she advised that the meal is 
the only meal many students receive. 
Instead of �lling the SCI Blue bag 
with clothing or sporting goods, my 
wife and I decided to fund ceilings 
construction for the two school 
rooms. Drom Beaukes will release 
funds as construction proceeds 
sending me photos of the progress. 
The students learned about SCI’s blue 
bag program funded by hunters 
dollars. The students then sang 
several songs showing their 
appreciation.

---Jarriel “Jerry” Koplin, CFE

Safari and The Blue Bag Program

What are Blue Bags?

SafariCare Blue Bags are bags �lled by members of a 
community. 
Items include educational supplies, relief care, clothes and 
toys.  The bags are distributed to villages, clinics/doctors, 
orphanages, caretakers and schools/teachers by hunters 
who are hunting in remote areas around the world. 

https://safariclubfoundation.org/bell-family-blue-bag-program/



Why Join SCI Flint? 
Our mission is "Promoting wildlife conservation through education and providing habitat while 
protecting and enhancing the opportunity to pursue wild animals worldwide."

Regular newsletters with information about state, local and international issues.

Award winning chapter named "Top Gun" Chapter of the Year multiple times.

Chapter activities throughout the year including Christmas Party, Awards Banquet, Membership 
Meeting and our award-winning yearly fundraiser.

Access to the chapter on-line record book.

Regular legislative and regulatory updates.

Exciting chapter activities including member and youth hunts.

Support for conservation, humanitarian, education and legislative activities.  

Meet with well -respected hunting, �shing and outdoor out�tters from around the world.

Help develop and fund hunting/archery activities in local schools and clubs.

In partnership with Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger helping to feed the hungry in your community.

Name: Address:

City: State: Zip: Daytime Phone:

Email:
New Members and Renewels:

1 year $50 Flint Chapter
   + $65 International

   3 year $150 Flint Chapter
   + $150 Internatinal

Lifetime International:
$1500
$1250 Senior (60+)

Youth Membership (under 21):
Date of Birth: 

1 year $25 Flint chapter
+ $25 International

3 year $75 Flint Chapter
+ $75 International

Lifetime Chapter:
$500

Mail this application to:
SCI Flint Regional Chapter/Membership
PO Box 639
Davison MI 48423-0639
Enclosed is $ 
Charge to my    Matercard     Visa     American Exp
Card #
Expires           
Signature

Or visit us on-line at SCI-Flint.org/join

Why Join SCI International?
Subscriptions to SAFARI magazine and the SAFARI TIMES newspaper.

Represents members, volunteers and communities in federal state and international lobbying for hunters' rights 
and wildlife conservation.  

The American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS) in Jackson, Wyoming offers hands-on lessons to teachers 
focused on the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.

The Hunter Advocacy Action Center connects you with your elected of�cials.

Information, stories and tips on local and worldwide hunting.

Free access to the international Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters

Participation in SCI Record Book and Awards plus access to SCI On-line Record Book.  



Upcoming 
Events

October 16th 2022 - Youth Pheasant Hunt

December 15th 2022 - Christmas Party

February 9th 2023 - Big Buck Night


