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Bob Eastman Recognized
For Lifetime of Service
May 21, 2022: Springfield, Missouri — National electors for the
Archery Hall of Fame have recognized Robert “Bob” Eastman II by
inducting him into the Hall’s select ranks of archery most outstanding
inventors, business people, promoters and bowhunters. Inductees
are men and women who have made enduring contributions to the
preservation, promotion and growth of the sport of archery.
During a gala two-day festival honoring the 31st induction
and culminating with a Saturday evening dinner, Eastman was
saluted with speeches, a permanent position in the Hall’s
extraordinary showcase and a place of honor on its crystal
presentation wall. With an overflow crowd, the induction ceremony
was hosted at the White River Conference Center in Springfield.
The Archery Hall of Fame, which now includes the Fred Bear
Museum, is sponsored by Bass Pro Outdoor World headquartered in
Springfield. It incorporates American archery memorabilia from the
19th century to the present day, and fewer than 100 archers — out of
the millions who have participated in the sport through competition
or hunting — have been included in its ranks. The first “class” was
inducted in 1972.
The Hall of Fame recognized Eastman for his exceptional and
continuing contributions in hunting, conservation and the business of
archery.
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• Bob Eastman’s efforts to promote America’s conservation
conscience (in a public increasingly oriented to indoor and
sedentary electronic entertainment) caused him to develop two
outdoor-skills lodges in Michigan where he entertained hundreds
of business people, writers, television personalities and
legislators. Bob has always been involved politically, not solely
through his hunting camps but hosting many fundraisers to help
ensure our that our hunting and our Second Amendment rights
are protected.
• In 1988 he sponsored and hosted the first all-women’s hunting
events, calling them The Lady Dianas. Through these events he
introduced dozens of women into the outdoor way of life.
• An avid hunter with the recurve bow, Eastman has promoted
hunting and the sport of archery across the world for nearly 70
years.
• As a businessman, Eastman employed thousands of men and
women in companies he built from the ground up: Eastman
Outdoors, Gorilla Treestands, Carbon Express Arrows and Beacon
& Bridge Markets. Respected as a leader, a product and materials
innovator, Eastman’s companies brought millions of dollars into
the economy of the State of Michigan. Bob’s archery companies
marketed nearly a thousand products and developed or
participated in the patenting of more than 25 items.
At the age of eleven, Bob began hunting with the bow and
arrow for whitetail deer on his family’s property in Worcester, New
York. For 70 years his passion for bowhunting has not diminished
though it has been tempered with a second enthusiasm —
introducing others to the joy of the stick and string.
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Bob has bowhunted all over the world, every continent except
Antarctica. His travels to Russia, Czechoslovakia and many South Pacific
nations are legendary. His journeys throughout North, South and
Central America have been as productive as his immense and beautiful
trophy room will attest.
Bob, however, is primarily known for bowhunting Africa. He has taken
more than 35 safaris on the Dark Continent, most of them Teddy
Roosevelt-style safaris, backpacking and tenting in the deep bush. At
one time or another he has hunted every nation that allows archers to
take big game including Angola, Tanzania, Sudan, Zimbabwe,
Mozambique, Cameroon and Central Republic of Africa.
In Africa Bob was the first modern day archer to take many trophy
species such as bongo, Peters duiker, Lord Derby (giant) eland and
sitatunga. More than 45 years ago, Bob had already harvested Africa’s
Big-5: lion, leopard, black rhinoceros, African bush elephant and the
African buffalo with his bow. Today he holds the bowhunting world
record for several African species.
During a strenuous trek through Angola with professional hunter
Antonio Guerrero of Angola Safaris in January 1975, Bob succeeded in
taking the modern SCI world record African elephant with his 90-pound
draw weight bow. Its tusks measured 137 lb. x 133 lb. It is a record that
will probably never be challenged. His world record elephant tusks are
elegantly displayed beside the doorway to greet and astonish visitors.
Bob has successfully hunted most big game animals in North America
and has taken all of the African game. His African exploits earned Safari
Club International’s prestigious Milestone Award (formerly known as the
“Grand Slam”) as well as the Dodge Sportsman Award. His office at
home, which doubles as a trophy room, contains hundreds of
bowhunting memories from his travels around the world. In 1998 Safari
Club International recognized him as the very first bowhunter to take
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International recognized him as the very first bowhunter to take all 29
all 29 African big game animals — an award usually presented to gun
hunters and yet Bob did it with the bow and arrow. (Many of Bob’s most
exciting and meaningful African moments are detailed in his book,
The African Diary of Bob Eastman, available from Safari Press or online
via Amazon.com. Beyond Bob’s own accomplishments, this heritage
volume preserves a time-line of Africa’s move from the colonial era to
today.)
Now in his ninth decade, Bob enjoys grandchildren and a welldeserved semi-retirement and yet his passion for hunting and the
outdoors is undiminished. The long years of hunting with a heavy draw
weight bow however have taken their toll on his shoulders and today
he hunts with a crossbow — and fortunately, through his business, he
was a pioneer in crossbow development. Lest we forget though, the
remarkable aspect of Bob’s many years of hunting is that he took all of
his trophy animals with a traditional recurve, a bow style that is
perhaps 3500 years old.
“There is real need today for people to connect with nature,” Bob
Eastman said in brief remarks during the ceremony, “and that is why
organizations like Safari Club International are both relevant and
necessary. I was fortunate to have known SCI founder C.J. McElroy
when I lived in California and I then, in the 1970s, helped establish the
Flint SCI chapter occasionally assisting as a member of the board of
directors. The Flint SCI chapter has a strong and dedicated group of
sportsmen. We are one of the top contributors to SCI’s efforts to
preserve and promote hunting around the world and I am very proud
to be a member. Now, closer to home, my wife, Ann, and I thoroughly
support and enjoy the Flint SCI community: through board meetings
and membership events, the annual wild game feast — which attracts
more than a thousand people — and so much more.
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“I am fortunate to have lived at a time when I had the opportunity to
experience so many wonderful moments in God’s beautiful fields
and forests; to fully appreciate the difficulty and joy of harvesting
my own food with the bow and arrow; to help so many others
explore life in the outdoors and earn a living developing products
that are used by hundreds of thousands of enthusiasts. Being
inducted into the Hall of Fame is a great honor and I thank you.”
Perhaps the most enduring testimony for Bob Eastman
comes from a man who worked with him for 40 years and who
introduced Bob at the Hall of Fame banquet, Leonard ‘Lennie’
Rezmer. Rezmer calls Bob “my dearest friend.” He recalls Bob’s
“sincere kindness” and that “people loved working for him.”
Mentioning the Michigan manufacturing environment, Rezmer says
that Bob often spoke to his employees, recognizing them not as
parts of a money-making enterprise but as true coworkers. He knew
their names and often the names of their spouses and children.
“Bob Eastman,” Rezmer says summarizing this remarkable
man, “is truly a person I have come to admire and respect. “
—————
Inducted with Bob Eastman from the Hall of Fame Class of
2019 were Dwight Schuh (bowhunter and author: deceased) and The
Wilson Boys (Jack, Norman, Bob and Howard: deceased). From the
Class of 2018, inductees were Pete Shepley (founder of Precision
Shooting Equipment), Bob Markworth (archery celebrity and
entertainer) and Richard Carella (archery inventor: deceased).
Inductions into the Hall of Fame were postponed for several years
due to the spread of Covid 19.
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This year’s Awards Banquet will be held at The Captains Club at
Woodfield on Wednesday, September 14, 2022
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MICHIGAN LEGISLATIVE SPORTSMEN'S CAUCUS ADVISORY
COMMITTEE
“AFTERNOON OUTDOORS FOR THE STATE LEGISLATORS”
Michigan Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus Advisory Council Afternoon
Outdoors Event
On Tuesday June 7th your Flint Chapter was well represented at this event held
at the Lansing Area Sportsmen’s League. This annual function provides an
opportunity for the various members of the council to entertain and interface
with the state legislators and allows them to participate in many of the
activities we love. This included Trap and Skeet shooting, casting a fly rod and
meeting with and learning from the Ruffed Grouse Society, Michigan Trappers
Association, Michigan Hunting Dog Federation, National Wild Turkey
Federation and the National Deer Association. The Safari Club International
Sensory Safari trailer was there with its large collection of taxidermy which
gave everyone a chance to see many of the important game animals of the
world. After several hours of fun at the various stations there was a short
presentation where Steve Sharp, the retiring State Representative from NWTF,
received a proclamation from the state for his years of service. Following that,
dinner was served and a raffle for door prizes followed.
As valuable as this time spent with the legislators is the Afternoon Outdoors
serves another important purpose. When the Michigan Legislative
Sportsmen’s Caucus Advisory Council is together we have a chance to renew
friendships with members of the other like-minded conservation organizations
and also establish relationships with new people we have not met. This year it
was especially beneficial. We were introduced to Melissa Weaver the young
lady who is the new State Representative for Pheasants Forever.
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Also new to the scene was Bob Matthews the Senior Coordinator for the Upper
Midwestern States from the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation. His job is
to act as a liaison between the Michigan Caucus and the Washington DC based
Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus. Always good to be in alignment with what
is going on in Washington. Most importantly we had a chance to meet and get
to know Bee Frederick III the State and Local Liaison for SCI from our
Washington DC office. Bee is a young man with a lot of energy which is good
as he will have to cover the Eastern half of the country working for Ben Cassidy
the SCI Executive VP of Governmental Affairs. It will be great to have Bee to
work with as we navigate the increasingly tricky political climate in our state.
Overall, this year’s Afternoon Outdoors was a success and our guests and
conservation partners enjoyed themselves. Our next scheduled opportunity to
meet with the legislators will be at the Legislative Sportsmen’s Caucus
Breakfast in Lansing on September 8th.
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At its June SCI Flint Regional Chapter board meeting we added two
new board members, elected officers for the coming year, and
updated the responsibilities of each board member. We are excited to
welcome Blake Eavenson and Patrick Smith to the board.
The chapter officers for the coming year are
Mike Dickerson, President (2-year term)
Lewis Duncan, Vice President
John Kupiec, Treasurer
Carl Griffin, Executive Director
CJ Merriman, Secretary
In addition to the officer positions the following responsibilities were
established
Mike Dickerson – Hunt Donor Chair
Lewis Duncan – Fundraiser Chair
John Kupiec – Public Relations Chair
Patrick Smith – Awards Chair
Karly Rolls - Membership and Events Chair
Carl Griffin - Governmental Affairs, Conservation, and
Education Chair
John Rubel - Social Media Chair
Blake Evanson – Pathfinder (wish hunts) Chair
CJ Merriman – Humanitarian Services and Sportsmen Against
Hunger Chair
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Tina Carter, Chad Hilgendorf, and Zach Goodheart continue to
volunteer and help at specific events.
All these people work hard to make the Flint Regional Chapter
successful but we need additional assistance if the chapter is to
continue to be successful and make a significant impact. We need help
with the following:
Membership recruitment. This past March 1,000 people attended the
chapter fundraiser event at the Dort Federal Event Center but only
about ¼ of that number are currently chapter members. If we are to
expand SCI Flint’s activities and impact we need to grow our
membership and involvement among hunters. If each of us attracts one
new member we will reach our goal of 500 members.
Conservation – Conservation projects, habitat development, and
working with like-minded organizations is critical if SCI is to remain
First for Hunters. We currently support conservation projects but
unfortunately, miss some because we do not have enough people to
identify opportunities and make them happen. Someone is needed to
focus and help SCI Flint be a leader promoting conservation.
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Youth Involvement – Getting young people involved in hunting and the
shooting sports is vital to the continuation of SCI at all levels. We are
currently working with schools and other youth organizations to get
young people involved but like conservation we need help to reach
more young people through mentoring, chapter involvement, youth
hunts and shooting events. Are you willing to help the chapter attract
youth, be a mentor and a friend?
Your participation does not demand a large commitment of time. It
does require a dedication to work with others to help the SCI Flint
Regional Chapter continue to protect the right to hunt not only for you
but for our future generations. There are many opportunities to help
grow the Flint Regional Chapter and make it successful in remaining
“First for Hunters”. If you are interested in participating in any of these
areas or leaning more about other opportunities to become involved
contact any board member or drop an email to
safariclub.flint@gmail.com to let us know.
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SCi FLINT
JOIN TODAY BE PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER!

Introducing New SCI Flint Board Member: Patrick Smith

Why Join SCI Flint:

Hello, my name is Patrick Smith and I am very excited to be apart of SCI as a
board member. I look forward to working with my fellow board members to
help -conserve the hobbies we all love and enjoy as outdoorsmen/women. I
recently bought a house in Flushing with my wife and our silver lab puppy.
I’ve been working as a commercial HVAC service technician for the past 5
Why
Join
SCI
International:
years. I got into hunting as a teenager and it has been a huge passion of
mine ever since. I am very excited to put my passion for hunting to use as
part of the SCI board.
-

-
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SCi FLINT
JOIN TODAY BE PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER!

Introducing New SCI Flint Board Member: Blake A. Eavenson

Why Join SCI Flint:

From an early age, I have been involved with SCI. My love for
the- outdoors and hunting has grown into a passion. At an early age, I
grew up hunting and fishing in my home state of Michigan. Over the
years, I have hunted extensively in North America and have traveled to
Why
Join
SCI
International:
Tanzania, Canada, Argentina, Mexico, New Zealand and Bolivia.
-

-

Growing up in a hunting family, I learned from an early age
the significance of conservation
and protecting the right to hunt. Over
the years, I have noticed the need to protect and preserve wildlife and
their habitats. I have attended SCI banquets and conventions as long
as I can remember. I have had the opportunity to help start a SCI
chapter, SCI Charlotte
which I served as a director and then as vicepresident. I volunteer with the Flint Regional chapter on their yearly
fundraiser along with various projects throughout the year.
Most recently I have been involved with the national level and
currently serve as a Director At Large, I look forward to continuing that
for many years to come. Also, I have had the privilege to work on and
currently serve on multiple committees: Government Affairs
Committee, Convention Committee, Guides and Outfitters Committee.
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SCi FLINT
JOIN TODAY BE PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER!

Now, more than ever, SCI needs to keep up to date with hunters.
Younger men Why
and women
Join are
SCIbecoming
Flint: hunters. The hunter of today is on
social media to learn and to share knowledge. I know that we need to
engage today’s younger hunters and introduce them to SCI so they
understand
that
SCI
is
the
only
group
supporting
conservation
through
hunting, while working to protect our rights to hunt on the floor of state,
national, and international governments and in court. I am prepared to
Why Join SCI International:
devote the time and energy necessary to improve SCI’s goals, to assist with
development within SCI, and to assist in reaching our goals as an
organization.
-

-
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ADVOCACY IN ACTION WITH
YOUR FLINT CHAPTER
Letter from Leslie Love from the Michigan
DNR Natural Resources Commission…

www.sciflint.org

MANDATORY DEER HARVEST REPORTING.
INFORMATION GATHERED BY BOARD
MEMBER, CJ MERRIMAN.

The Michigan DNR has implemented a mandatory deer harvest
reporting system for the 2022-2023 season.
There were just under 7,000 voluntary online reports last
season, and all demographics were adequately represented. This
year however, it is mandatory. The department does not intend
on enforcing by pursuing criminal penalties (it is a misdemeanor
for non-compliance) and wants to focus on education for this
first season.
This season is online only, but there is a mobile app in
development. The department also plans to use processors as a
tool to drive compliance, as the deer needs to be checked in
before it can be dropped off at a taxidermist or processor.
Reporting is required within 72 hours, but you can have a
designee register your harvest for you.
The DNR does not intend for registration to be an enforcement
tool but will use it to gain some harvest data within CWD areas.
The department also does not plan to do any incentive to get
people to cooperate (like a raffle) as they want to protect the
integrity of the data that they collect.
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SCI-FLINT PRESIDENT’S LETTER
The summer breeze and warm temperatures are in the air. Changes
of seasons bring about new adventures and opportunities. And so, it
goes in the life of chapter members within SCI. This is my last letter
as chapter President of the Flint Regional Chapter of SCI. It has been
quite a journey we have shared.
At first, we encountered an unprecedented event in our lifetime,
which shut down everything we did and possibly took for granted.
Work, family gatherings, hunting trips, conventions and more were all
cancelled due to a global pandemic. Where this calamity would take
us, no one could predict. We persevered and came out of the tough
times determined to get “back to normal”.
During the shut down we saw an increase in interest and use of the
outdoors which could potentially expand our constituents in hunting
and fishing. License sales increased for the first time in decades and
new experiences were shared by first time participants in our
passion. We were able to share some of those during our first
gathering last year at the Christmas party and Awards presentation.
We shared even more stories at our first ever Big Buck night in
February.
The pinnacle of our organizational activities takes place each year in
March. This year the Flint Chapter, along with our guests put on quite
a show. We gathered outfitters from across the six huntable continents
and broke records for gross income, highest bid, and net
contribution to SCI on an international level. As the fiscal year is
about to end, we are about to finish as the second highest
contributing chapter in the world to SCI!
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SCI-FLINT PRESIDENT’S LETTER
That accomplishment shows the resilience of our members and guests,
along with a commitment from our partners in the outfitting world. We
shared some new partners and enjoyed company from some long-time
donors. Our attendees had a mix of the old guard and quite a few firsttime guests. As a result, we accomplished more than any previous time
period in chapter history.
We shared in sorrow the passing of long-time members who helped
build the foundation of what we now call the Flint Regional Chapter of
SCI. We welcomed new faces who will lead us into the future to even
higher levels of success and accolades. The past has been an
enjoyable yet challenging adventure. The future holds enormous
potential and opportunities for our organization to make a difference in
protecting, promoting and preserving our heritage in the world of
hunting and conservation.
It has been an honor and a privilege to work alongside some truly
remarkable and committed individuals who helped bring about the
success we all achieved. Most importantly, we could not have achieved
any of these accolades without the contributions both in time, talent
and dollars from our members and guests.
On behalf of the board of directors I would like to thank all of you for
your contributions, big or small, for shaping and building the Flint
Regional Chapter of SCI into a leader within SCI both locally and on
the international level. We could not have achieved our status without
you and your participation. Keep the fire alive in your passion for
hunting and the outdoors by providing feedback on future activities so
that the organization can deliver a quality membership experience so
that we can grow together.
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SCI-FLINT PRESIDENT’S LETTER
I wish the new leadership all the best as I continue to contribute my
part in another capacity. We have many new and exciting events
planned for the rest of the year. Please stay involved, stay in touch and
let us know what you are looking for to help the chapter grow and
prosper.
Thank you for your support during my
term as President with many kind
words and sacrifices along the way.
We have formed an eternal bond that
cannot be broken. I look forward to
sharing time with you at our next
event. Remember to continue to play
it forward for the next generation for
the future depends on those we bring
into our world. We still have
mountains to climb and together we
will reach an even higher summit.
Happy Hunting!
John
Wildlife quote Through almost all of human existence, huntable land and huntable
wildlife have preceded the hunter. They caused the hunter. But in the
future this must be reversed. It is the hunter who must cause huntable
land and wildlife, and a world worth being young in.- John Madison,
Great Grandfather of President James Madison
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MI HUNTING SEASON INFORMATION

Fur Harvester Information (includes Muskrat, Mink, Raccoon, Fox, Bobcat, Badger, Fisher/Marten,
Beaver, Otter, and Coyote): See the Michigan Fur Harvester Digest.
Bear: See season dates in the Michigan Bear Hunting Digest
Cottontail Rabbit and Snowshoe Hare: Sept. 15 - Mar. 31
Crow: Aug. 1 - Sept. 30 and Feb. 1 - Mar. 31
Deer:
Liberty Hunt: September 11-12, 2021
Youth and Hunters With Disabilities Hunt
Early Antlerless Firearm: Sept. 18-19, 2021
Independence Hunt: Oct. 14-17, 2021
Hunters With Disabilities Hunt
Archery: Oct. 1 - Nov. 14 and Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Extended Archery - Urban Deer Management Zone of Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties:
Open through January 31.
Regular Firearm: Nov. 15-30
Muzzleloading:
Zone 1: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Zone 2: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Zone 3: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Late Antlerless Firearm:
Dec. 13, 2021 - Jan.1, 2022
Elk: See season dates in the Michigan Elk Hunting Digest
Pheasant (male only):
Zone 1 (partial): Oct. 10-31
Zone 2, 3: Oct. 20 - Nov. 14
Zone 3 (partial): Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Quail: Oct. 20 - Nov. 14
Ruffed Grouse: Sept. 15 - Nov. 14 and Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Oct. 10-31
Squirrel - Fox and Gray (black phase included): Sept. 15 - Mar. 31
Waterfowl: See season dates section in the Waterfowl Hunting Digest
Wild Turkey
Spring Season: Apr. 17 through June 7, 2021 (see Spring Turkey Digest for applicable units)
Woodcock: Sept. 15 - Oct. 29, 2021
Opossum, porcupine, weasel, red squirrel, skunk, ground squirrel, woodchuck, Russian boar, feral
pigeons, starling and house sparrows may be taken year-round with a valid Michigan hunting license.
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WhySCI
Join Flint:
SCI Flint?
Why Join
o Our mission is “Promoting wildlife conservation through education and
providing habitat while protecting and enhancing the opportunity to pursue
wild animals worldwide.”
o Regular newsletters with information about state, local, and international issues
o- Award winning chapter named “Top Gun” Chapter of the Year multiple times.
o Chapter activities throughout the year including Christmas Party, Awards Banquet,
Membership Meeting, and our award-winning yearly fundraiser.
o Access to the chapter on-line record book
o Regular legislative and regulatory updates
- o Exciting chapter activities- including member and youth hunts
o Support for conservation, humanitarian, education, and legislative activities
o Meet with well-respected hunting, fishing, and outdoor outfitters from around
the world
activities in local schools and clubs.
o Help develop and fund hunting/archery
o In partnership with Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger helping to feed the
hungry in your community

Why Join SCI International:

Why Join SCI International?
magazine and the SAFARI TIMES newspaper
o Subscriptions to SAFARI
o Represents members, volunteers, and committees in federal, state, and international
lobbying for hunters' rights and wildlife conservation
o The American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS) in Jackson, Wyoming offers hands-on
lessons to teachers focused on the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.
o The Hunter Advocacy Action Center connects you with your elected officials.
o Information, stories, and tips, on local and worldwide hunting
o Free access to the International Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters
o Participation in SCI Record Book and Awards plus access to SCI On-line Record Book

Name: ___________________________________ Address:_________________________________________
City: _____________________ State: ________ Zip: _______ Daytime phone: ________________________
Email:_______________________________________
New Members and Renewals:
q 1 year $50 Flint Chapter
+ $65 International
q 3 year $150 Flint Chapter
+ $150 International
Lifetime International
q $1500
q $1250 Senior (60+)

Youth Membership (under 21)
Date of Birth____________
q 1- year $25 Flint Chapter
+ $25 International
q 3-year $75 Flint Chapter
+ $75 International
Lifetime Chapter
q $500

Mail this application to:
SCI Flint Regional Chapter/Membership
PO Box 639
Davison, MI 48423-0639
Enclosed is $_______
Charge to my ___ Mastercard ___Visa ____ American Express
Card #_________________________________ CVV_________
Expires_________ Signature_____________________________
OR
Visit us on-line at SCIFlint.org/join

