Jacobson's Marina & Resort
| 15 Fourth Street | Frankfort, MI 49635 | 231-383-1500
info@tinybubblescharters.com
Operating out of the beautiful port town of Frankfort, just minutes from Traverse City &
Manistee, Tiny Bubbles Charters is the only 3rd generation charter fishing operation in the
north. We ensure all guests have an unforgettable fishing experience whether pulling on big
King Salmon, casting for panfish or working lines through the ice. We have something for
everyone.
Our guaranteed catch Lake Michigan salmon & trout charters are fished aboard one of our
luxurious and spacious Tiara Yachts. Our 36′ boat is one of the largest in the Frankfort
charter fleet, while our smaller 31′ boat offers the same great amenities, just in a smaller
package. Inland guests enjoy the comfort and fishability of a 23′ SeaVee Center Console,
while Ice Anglers are comfortable in one of our fully furnished and heated Ice Shanties.

www.tinybubblescharters.com
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GET T
$75.00 EXISTING SCI-FLINT MEMBERS
$100 NON-MEMBERS
*INCLUDES ANNUAL SCI-FLINT MEMBERSHIP
(MUST PRE-REGISTER - SELL OUT POSSIBLE)

50 CLAYS - 50 ROUNDS OF AMMO - FOOD & BEVERAGES

Questions? Email safariclub.flint@gmail.com or call Karly Rolls at 810-869-9412.

MAY 2022 MEMBER NEWS

BIDEN ADMINISTRATION LINES UP AGAINST
FEDERAL COURT’S DECISIONS TO OVERTURN ESA
RULE FOR GRAY WOLVES.
This week, the Biden administration
appealed a poorly reasoned federal
district court decision. That ruling
overturned a U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service) rule that removed
Endangered Species Act (ESA) status
for gray wolves throughout much of
the United States. Safari Club
International (SCI) commends the
administration’s decision, as an
appeal will take a necessary stand
against incorrect legal precedent and will protect important wolf conservation
policies. Additionally, SCI strongly supports the “Trust the Science Act”
introduced by Representative Lauren Boebert of Colorado and Representative
Tom Tiffany of Wisconsin. This act will reissue the final rule removing the gray
wolf from the Endangered Species List and return management authority to
state wildlife agencies. The Endangered Species Act has been misinterpreted
and abused for decades, and the eternal listing of the gray wolf is just one
example of how the federal government and courts have failed to effectively
administer the Act. It is now time to devote federal resources to species that
actually need protections and allow state wildlife agencies to successfully
manage their wolf populations. We need your help! Sign our petition and stand
with SCI in supporting science-based wolf management!
www.sciflint.org

MAY 2022 MEMBER NEWS

Two Researchers Ran an Experiment to Test
Hunters’ Beliefs on Deer Movement, Weather, and
Moon Phase. Here’s What They Found
The researchers looked at temperature, barometric pressure, wind speed,
moon phase, and more

BY JESSICA DIXON , JORGE SANTIAGO-BLAY | PUBLISHED MAY 11, 2022 1:08 PM

One of the bucks captured in the camera study. Jessica Dixon

Editor’s note: The two authors decided to put some long-held beliefs about
deer movement to the test after hearing their friend, who is a lifelong hunter,
talk about how deer react to weather. Both authors are scientists and
conducted a field experiment using their expertise, trail cameras, and
weather data. Below you can read an overview of their study and their
findings, which we think will be interesting to every deer hunter in America,
even if it’s not necessarily applicable to your corner of whitetail country.
www.sciflint.org

There have been a few studies conducted on the alleged effects of
meteorological and astronomical events on deer movement, but the
vast majority of them have been conducted in the southern United
States. We used four Victure Mini Gamer Cameras, placed around a
two-acre property in the rural village of Effort, Pennsylvania. The
study was conducted in a community setting where there is a local
estimated population of about 20 deer. There are vast areas of forest
and state game lands approximately two miles (3.2 kilometers) away.
The cameras were not baited and placed in areas where game trails
were present and deer scat was commonly seen. Two of the cameras
were placed near occupied homes and two were placed in heavily
forested areas. The image below shows the four areas captured by
the game cameras.
www.sciflint.org

The views from the four study cameras. Jessica Dixon

The cameras collected images of deer movement for 12 months
(February 18, 2020 to February 19, 2021). Meteorological conditions,
such as temperature, wind, barometric pressure, and precipitation
were retrieved from Weather Undergrounds data from the nearest
airport, Lehigh Valley International Airport. Astronomical data, such
as the percent of the moon illuminated was retrieved from NASA’s
Horizon data base. For the purpose of this study, only the percent of
the moon illuminated was used and does not factor in waxing and
waning conditions.
We analyzed each weather variable individually. One of the many
myths surrounding deer hunting is that deer do not move during days
with warmer temperatures. Our analyses support this myth. We found
that two peaks of preferred temperatures seen below.
www.sciflint.org

Temperature, in ºC, vs relative number of deer in the study. Jessica Dixon

The first peak is found around colder temperatures (0-10ºC, or 32-50ºF)
which corresponds to mostly fall and winter months. The second peak was
during milder temperatures (about 20ºC, or 68ºF) and corresponds to
summer months (Figure 3A).
We also analyzed the movement in relationship to the rut and fawning. We
found that the peak of movement at 50ºF (10ºC, or the second peak)
coincided with fawning time (below).
www.sciflint.org

Temperature (in ºC) versus relative number of total deer for all season’s individual and the relative
total number of deer. Jessica Dixon

All temperature data and the data from May 15 to July 15, which is fawning time. Also temperature
data from October to November (represented by gray triangles), which is the time of rut. Jessica
Dixon

www.sciflint.org

The next weather variable we analyzed was barometric pressure. We found
that deer were most likely to move at a barometric pressure of
approximately 1001.36 millibars (approximately 29.57 inches of mercury)
which is just below average pressure (below).

Relative number of deer vs. barometric pressure. Jessica Dixon

We also analyzed whether deer were affected by changing barometric
pressure. We found that deer were more likely to move at lower pressure
changes, and contrary to some myths, it did not matter if pressure was
increasing or decreasing. The graphical analysis can be seen below.

www.sciflint.org

Relative number of total deer vs barometric pressure change. Jessica Dixon
Our study found that as wind speeds increase, deer movement decreases.
Deer were more likely to move during calm conditions. They would move
at wind speeds from 3.1 – 6.2 mph (5-10 km/h) but as wind speeds
increased from there, deer movement decreased (see below).

Relative number of total deer vs wind speed. Jessica Dixon
www.sciflint.org

Another hunting myth is that rain can function as sound camouflage for
deer, and therefore deer are more likely to move with a light rain.
However, our study did not support this myth and, instead, found that deer
are most likely to move when there is no rain. They seem to stop moving
when there is rainfall (below).

Relative number of total deer vs precipitation. Jessica Dixon
It seems that one of the most prevalent myths surrounding deer movement
is the moon phase. There have been many studies that did not find a
correlation between the phase of the moon and deer movement. Our
study, however, found that deer movement increased at a new moon (little
to no moonlight) and a full moon (the most moonlight) (below, chart A).
One concern of this study was that a full moon occurred twice during the
rut. To ensure this was not influencing the movement peak we saw at the
full moon, we analyzed deer captures and the moon phases of movement
during fawning and the rut (below, chart B). However, the graphical
analyses do not show the rut having an important impact on the number of
instances captured on the full or new moon.
www.sciflint.org

Graphical analyses of the moon phase versus total number of deer. Jessica Dixon

Graphical analyses of the moon phase versus total number of deer, subdivided by major
reproductive events, such as fawning and the rut. Jessica Dixon

www.sciflint.org

Our study supported the hunting myths that deer prefer to move
during mild temperatures, at slightly under normal barometric
pressure, as well as during new and full moon. Our study did not
support that deer were more likely to move with increasing
precipitation or wind. We must emphasize that this study took place
in the northeast and may not apply to other regions of the USA.
Also, we do not know why deer seem to move more during some
astronomical conditions. If you want a copy of our full study, please
email us or read about it here.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

www.sciflint.org

ADVOCACY IN ACTION WITH
YOUR FLINT CHAPTER
On Sunday morning May 22nd your
Flint Chapter sponsored the First
Annual Friends of Conservation
Walleye Fishing event on the Detroit
River. The goal of this effort was to
build relationships with our state
legislators and key decision makers
within the Michigan DNR. This
bipartisan gathering saw five
legislators and aids and a Natural
Resource Commissioner
join us on 4 boats to sample the outstanding fishing the upper Detroit river
has to offer. Though the weather was cool and damp the fishing action was
hot with all boats coming in with limit catches. Our captains quickly fileted
the fish allowing our guests to take this tasty seafood home with them. We
had planned to have lunch after returning to the boat ramps but because
we filled our limits so quickly it ended up being brunch.
Over the meal we had the chance to discuss the SCI Flint mission, hunters
as true conservationists and the benefits of scientific wildlife
management. Ways were discussed on how we could all work
together. We wanted our guests to be able to look to the Flint Chapter as a
credible information source on the topics of hunting and
conservation. Going forward the chapter intends to continue and expand
our Advocacy efforts.
Our next chance to interface with the state legislators will be the June
7th Afternoon Outdoors at the Capital Area Sportsmen’s League in Lansing.
www.sciflint.org

ADVOCACY IN ACTION WITH
YOUR FLINT CHAPTER

www.sciflint.org

DONATION SPOTLIGHT
SUPPORTER $$$ IN MOTION

WEYI - Lapeer mom shares reaction to assisted archery program
www.sciflint.org

Fighting to hold back tears, Candice Fillmore becomes emotional as
she describes how her daughter Rylee Joyner has achieved what
many believed to be impossible.
“She didn't crawl until she was two, walk until she was three and now,
she's 13 and she's shooting a bow and arrow,” said Joyner.
Rylee has autism, and shooting an arrow is something many never
expected she would do after her diagnosis at five years old.
“The beginning of this, she couldn't even walk up those stairs,” said
Fillmore.
But thanks to Rolland – Warner Middle School's new assisted archery
program helping students with disabilities and special needs:
“She just runs right up there,” said Fillmore

Students learn Assisted Archery at Rolland-Warner Middle School in Lapeer. (Photo credit: Remi Murrey )

Instructor Chris Prill introduced the program after noticing a growing
interest from students.
www.sciflint.org

“We've had an archery program in our building for about 12 years, but
this is the first time where we're just focusing on our students with
disabilities,” said Prill.
It’s something Special Education Teacher Mandy Gilbert says has
greatly benefitted her students, like Rylee.

Students learn Assisted Archery at Rolland-Warner Middle School in Lapeer. (Photo credit: Remi Murrey )

“They underestimate my students and I love it when they can prove
them wrong. They've been able to really excel, it's touched their
speech, their physicality, discipline, safety, all of the things we want for
our students,” said Gilbert. “I'm so thankful for Mandy, for Mr. Prill, for
the whole school, for everything... I'm so thankful,” said Fillmore.
This new assisted archery program is all thanks to the Safari Club
International Flint Chapter who hopes more schools in Michigan and
across the nation will introduce activities like this one.
www.sciflint.org

SCI-FLINT PRESIDENT’S LETTER
The Future is Now!
Spring is quickly turning into summer as the days get longer, the
temperatures get warmer, and our minds start drifting towards the
Autumn Equinox and our favorite pastime-hunting. As we prepare for
the upcoming year it is important for us to remain informed and spread
the word abut our group SCI and specifically the Flint Regional Chapter
of SCI. Membership is our life blood, and it grows from a group fondly
referred to as DDT. Deer, Duck and Turkey hunters. We don’t normally
start out climbing mountains in search of sheep or walking the plains of
Africa in search of the African big Five. We do; however, invest time,
money and friendship afield locally chasing the game available in our
back yard.
That is why we started our first annual Big Buck Night this year. To reach
out and spread the word about our mission “first for hunters” to attract
new members and share our passion and memories through our success
and sometimes lack of success in the field.
Mark your calendars for September 15th as we gather in person to share
more memories and hand out awards at our annual award ceremony.
The venue this year will be held at Warwick Hills Golf and Country Club.
We will be seeking entrees by July 31st to enter the award program. Get
your game scored by an SCI scorer for FREE and join us for an exquisite
dinner and night filled with stories of our days afield from 2021 while we
admire the trophies harvested last year.
www.sciflint.org

SCI-FLINT PRESIDENT’S LETTER
These events are great opportunities for sharing our passion with young folks and
maybe even non hunters to play it forward for the next generation. If you haven’t
joined us in the past, make it a point this year to join us and bring a friend for all
to enjoy. We have upgraded the venue to make it a first-class event!
On another note, it would be remiss if I did not share the success the chapter has
achieved once again. Our collective contribution to SCI for both the red and blue
divisions totaled nearly $125,000.00. This is by far the most the chapter has ever
contributed in a year and based on all accounts places the Flint Chapter at
Number 2 world wide in contributions to the International organization.
Congratulations on a job well done. Take a bow and recognize that our
contribution helps fund conservation, advocacy, sustainability and puts us in a
leadership role to protect hunting rights and the environment worldwide.
Enjoy the summer and consider bringing a friend into our chapter to share your
passion and protect our future while playing it forward for the next generation.

John E. Kupiec

www.sciflint.org

MI HUNTING SEASON INFORMATION

Fur Harvester Information (includes Muskrat, Mink, Raccoon, Fox, Bobcat, Badger, Fisher/Marten,
Beaver, Otter, and Coyote): See the Michigan Fur Harvester Digest.
Bear: See season dates in the Michigan Bear Hunting Digest
Cottontail Rabbit and Snowshoe Hare: Sept. 15 - Mar. 31
Crow: Aug. 1 - Sept. 30 and Feb. 1 - Mar. 31
Deer:
Liberty Hunt: September 11-12, 2021
Youth and Hunters With Disabilities Hunt
Early Antlerless Firearm: Sept. 18-19, 2021
Independence Hunt: Oct. 14-17, 2021
Hunters With Disabilities Hunt
Archery: Oct. 1 - Nov. 14 and Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Extended Archery - Urban Deer Management Zone of Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties:
Open through January 31.
Regular Firearm: Nov. 15-30
Muzzleloading:
Zone 1: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Zone 2: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Zone 3: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Late Antlerless Firearm:
Dec. 13, 2021 - Jan.1, 2022
Elk: See season dates in the Michigan Elk Hunting Digest
Pheasant (male only):
Zone 1 (partial): Oct. 10-31
Zone 2, 3: Oct. 20 - Nov. 14
Zone 3 (partial): Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Quail: Oct. 20 - Nov. 14
Ruffed Grouse: Sept. 15 - Nov. 14 and Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Oct. 10-31
Squirrel - Fox and Gray (black phase included): Sept. 15 - Mar. 31
Waterfowl: See season dates section in the Waterfowl Hunting Digest
Wild Turkey
Spring Season: Apr. 17 through June 7, 2021 (see Spring Turkey Digest for applicable units)
Woodcock: Sept. 15 - Oct. 29, 2021
Opossum, porcupine, weasel, red squirrel, skunk, ground squirrel, woodchuck, Russian boar, feral
pigeons, starling and house sparrows may be taken year-round with a valid Michigan hunting license.

SCi FLINT
JOIN TODAY BE PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER!

WhySCI
Join Flint:
SCI Flint?
Why Join
o Our mission is “Promoting wildlife conservation through education and
providing habitat while protecting and enhancing the opportunity to pursue
wild animals worldwide.”
o Regular newsletters with information about state, local, and international issues
o- Award winning chapter named “Top Gun” Chapter of the Year multiple times.
o Chapter activities throughout the year including Christmas Party, Awards Banquet,
Membership Meeting, and our award-winning yearly fundraiser.
o Access to the chapter on-line record book
o Regular legislative and regulatory updates
- o Exciting chapter activities- including member and youth hunts
o Support for conservation, humanitarian, education, and legislative activities
o Meet with well-respected hunting, fishing, and outdoor outfitters from around
the world
activities in local schools and clubs.
o Help develop and fund hunting/archery
o In partnership with Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger helping to feed the
hungry in your community

Why Join SCI International:

Why Join SCI International?
magazine and the SAFARI TIMES newspaper
o Subscriptions to SAFARI
o Represents members, volunteers, and committees in federal, state, and international
lobbying for hunters' rights and wildlife conservation
o The American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS) in Jackson, Wyoming offers hands-on
lessons to teachers focused on the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.
o The Hunter Advocacy Action Center connects you with your elected officials.
o Information, stories, and tips, on local and worldwide hunting
o Free access to the International Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters
o Participation in SCI Record Book and Awards plus access to SCI On-line Record Book

Name: ___________________________________ Address:_________________________________________
City: _____________________ State: ________ Zip: _______ Daytime phone: ________________________
Email:_______________________________________
New Members and Renewals:
q 1 year $50 Flint Chapter
+ $65 International
q 3 year $150 Flint Chapter
+ $150 International
Lifetime International
q $1500
q $1250 Senior (60+)

Youth Membership (under 21)
Date of Birth____________
q 1- year $25 Flint Chapter
+ $25 International
q 3-year $75 Flint Chapter
+ $75 International
Lifetime Chapter
q $500

Mail this application to:
SCI Flint Regional Chapter/Membership
PO Box 639
Davison, MI 48423-0639
Enclosed is $_______
Charge to my ___ Mastercard ___Visa ____ American Express
Card #_________________________________ CVV_________
Expires_________ Signature_____________________________
OR
Visit us on-line at SCIFlint.org/join

