UNIQUELY SITUATED IN THE
CARDRONA VALLEY
GUIDED
TROPHY HUNTING
Cardrona Outfitters has the reputation for producing the worlds largest red stags based
in the Southern Alps of New Zealand. Our professional guides will give you a challenging
hunting experience for some of the world's most majestic game animals. Enjoy the
satisfaction of a alpine hunting adventure set in spectacularly scenic terrain of the
Cardrona Valley.
SCI-FLINT MEMBERS RECEIVE 20% OFF THEIR BOOKING FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 2022 SEASON!

SIMON HAWKINS
www.cardronaoutfitters.nz

APRIL 2022 MEMBER NEWS

Many thanks to all of the folks that purchased tickets to the Scott Chapman gun.
The chapter would like to provide a special shout out to Jim Kesteloot from
Accurate Firearms and Accurate Range for providing the gun, scope, sight in and
ammunition for the Browning White Gold Medallion 270 WSM rifle with a
Leupold VX6 HD 3x18x44 scope. It was a huge success as all 2,000 tickets were
sold and the winner was drawn via Facebook live on March 30th. The winning
ticket was purchased by Laurie Deitering from Fostoria, Michigan.
Congratulations Laurie!
A check for $25,000.00 was presented to SCIF on Saturday April 23rd during a
meeting of chapter Presidents and EC members. The funds will go directly to the
Scott Chapman Endowment Fund for Conservation. This check along with an
initial contribution from the SCI Flint Regional Chapter of $20,000.00 put the
chapter total contribution at $45,000.00 to assist in launching this fund on behalf
of the late Scott Chapman, a former president of the Flint Chapter and #39, the
most recent president of SCI overall.
Scott’s lifelong commitment to SCI
was truly awe inspiring. This will
allow his lifetime of work to
continue in perpetuity on behalf of
the hunting public through SCIF.
Thanks again for all of your
continued support.
.

www.sciflint.org

DONATION SPOTLIGHT
SUPPORTER $$$ IN MOTION
The chapter has long supported local schools and our
community through donations and engagement. Continuing in
that tradition, at the April board meeting it was agreed to join
with the SCI Michigan chapter and donate $1,000 to
support Upland Hills School archery program in Oxford MI. The
school will feature the Flint chapter logo on the targets
demonstrating our support and they will send us additional
information about how our donation is supporting their program
and benefiting their students.
It was also approved to purchase needed batons and baton
holders for the Davison Township Police Department. Stay tuned
for photos and more information.
In case you missed it, here is a link to the story that appeared on
ABC channel 12 about how the chapter is supporting the Rolland
Warner Middle School in Lapeer in expanding their archery
program to benefit special needs students.
VIEW STORY

www.sciflint.org

- DNR NEWS Michigan’s 2021 deer seasons included targeted CWD
surveillance, 25 positive deer
Hunters encouraged to share harvest results via online survey

Though Michigan’s 2021 deer hunting seasons
ended in late January 2022, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources is continuing to
accept feedback from hunters about their
experiences. Hunter harvest surveys have been
sent to a random sample of the state’s deer
hunters. In addition, hunters can take a brief
online survey. Final harvest survey results will be
presented later this summer.
Initial data from Michigan’s 2021 deer hunting seasons – including chronic wasting
disease testing results and deer license sales information – was presented at Thursday’s
meeting of the Michigan Natural Resources Commission in Lansing, with highlights
shared below.
A shift in CWD testing
The DNR has finalized its 2021 surveillance efforts for chronic wasting disease, ultimately
testing just over 7,200 deer. The more targeted testing goals are part of the
department’s new region-by-region strategy aimed at detecting new outbreaks rather
than revisiting known ones.
“We want to thank hunters for their cooperation in helping us meet our CWD
surveillance goals,” said DNR Director Dan Eichinger. “Strategic testing for chronic
wasting disease is of primary importance for the department, and we couldn’t meet
these goals without the committed assistance of deer hunters.”
Eichinger also praised the work of deer processors, taxidermists and local businesses
that help collect samples for testing, and other key partners who provide necessary
assistance to the department.

- DNR NEWS In all, 25 CWD-positive deer were confirmed in 2021. Three cases of CWD were detected
in Isabella County, which represents a new county where the disease has been found.
(Since Michigan’s first confirmation of a CWD-positive wild deer in 2015, CWD has been
detected in white-tailed deer in Clinton, Dickinson, Eaton, Gratiot, Ingham, Ionia,
Jackson, Kent and Montcalm counties.)
“It was not unexpected to find positive cases in
Isabella County, as these detections were fairly
close to where we’ve identified cases in
Montcalm and northern Gratiot County,” said
DNR deer and elk specialist Chad Stewart. “Our
main areas of infection remain in parts of
Montcalm and northeast Kent counties, as well
as southern Jackson County, where we knew
CWD existed going into the 2021 hunting
season.”
Despite the department’s finding of 25 positive animals last year, Stewart cautioned
against comparing the low number of positives with the high number of deer tested and
concluding there is not a problem.
“The distribution of our samples greatly affects the number of positives we expect to
find. Intensive collection of samples in known CWD locations like Montcalm and Kent
counties would certainly lead to a high number of positives being detected,” he said.
“Our goal this year was to begin to understand what CWD looks like in areas that are
historically under-sampled, and we made a lot of strides on that front.”
Stewart said that chronic wasting disease is going to be a problem for parts of Michigan’s
deer herd in the future: “Once it becomes established, it is unlikely that we can reverse
course on the disease. Prevention and early detection remain our best options for CWD
management.”

- DNR NEWS CWD surveillance moving forward
For Michigan’s 2021 deer seasons, the DNR
started a multiyear process of
strategic, focused CWD surveillance in regions
around the state. Last year’s surveillance
occurred mainly in the three tiers of counties
near the Ohio border. Over the next few
years, the remainder of the state will be
systematically sampled to determine if CWD is
present in other areas where it hasn’t yet been
identified.

Hunter numbers

While there was a temporary rise in hunter numbers during the COVID-19 pandemic,
participation is declining in Michigan. The trend is not new, nor is it only being observed
here. States across the country are feeling the financial pressure of reduced hunter
numbers, because sales of hunting licenses comprise a large portion of the funding for
critical conservation work.
“Nationwide, hunting has seen a gradual decline over the last several decades,” said
Eichinger. “The trend is likely due to a combination of factors including generations of
hunters who are aging out of the sport, and younger generations that are less likely to
participate in hunting due to societal changes and more competition for their attention.”
Deer hunter numbers in 2021 were down nearly 4% over the previous year with close to
600,000 hunters purchasing a deer license. Hunter number declines are in line with past
years going back to peak participation in the mid 90’s.

- DNR NEWS “While the trend in hunter participation is discouraging, we know that hunting
remains an important part of Michigan’s outdoor heritage,” Eichinger said. “That’s
why we encourage experienced hunters to introduce the sport to new hunters
wherever they can. Spending time with veteran hunters can reduce the learning
curve, increase safety and instill a sense of excitement and appreciation for our
state’s natural resources.”
To learn more about deer management, CWD and deer hunting in Michigan, and
to access the 2021 deer harvest survey, visit Michigan.gov/Deer.

The chapter will hold a Members Sporting Clays shoot
on Tuesday, June 7 at the Grand Blanc Sportsmen’s
Club. Further details to come!

The farther one gets into the wilderness, the
greater is the attraction of its lonely freedom.”
~Theodore Roosevelt.

SCI-FLINT PRESIDENT’S LETTER
On behalf of the Flint Regional Chapter SCI Board of directors, I would like to
thank all of you for your contributions to the chapter’s success. We
completed our review of the fundraiser this year and we can proudly report
that this year’s event was the most successful in the history of the chapter.
The venue was sold out, our revenue exceeded all of our wildest
expectations and set a new record, while our contribution to SCI set a new
record at nearly $74,000.00. The combination of fundraising 30% and the
SCIF contributions equals nearly $125,000.00! These investments on behalf
of the Flint Regional Chapter are unprecedented. None of this would be
possible without the hard work and dedication of the chapter board of
directors, the contributions from sponsors and outfitters and your
continued support. Take a bow and be proud of our accomplishment.
The road back to normalcy has been long and arduous. We are getting
closer to “normal” each and every day. Getting outdoors and experiencing
the sights and sounds of the wild or pursuing your passion chasing turkeys
or fishing is now upon us. Good luck to all as you seek your quarry.
Fundraising is one aspect of the chapter activities. However, one of the
most important areas for us to invest in is membership satisfaction and
growth. We will be working on some additional social activities to create
additional opportunities for us to gather and share our passion. There is
also a new program from SCI that rewards chapters and members for
bringing in new members. You can earn points towards merchandise by
signing up a new member through the SCI website. You can learn more by
going to Safariclub.org and after logging into your account go to rewards to
sign up.

www.sciflint.org

SCI-FLINT PRESIDENT’S LETTER
Our effectiveness as an organization will improve with a dramatic
increase in the number of members. The goal we have set for our chapter
is 500 members. We are approximately halfway there. If you know of
anyone interested in hunting, we ask that you actively recruit them to
join our organization to grow our ranks and invest in the future of
hunting worldwide. The new rewards program is designed to reward
those who are actively growing membership to thank you for your efforts
and keep the momentum going on behalf of hunters and anglers
worldwide.
Each and every day we see or hear about a new challenge to continue
pursuing our passion. It is important for all of us to stay informed so that
we can speak accurately to our cause and reduce or eliminate the
obstacles we face. Most recent surveys show that there are more
opportunities available to hunters now than in the past. People, when
informed, are more accepting of hunting and hunters and realize the
value the pastime brings to a civil society. It is up to us to foster those
opportunities and help build consensus among those non hunters to
effectively reduce or eliminate threats to our future. It’s one of the best
reasons to engage our youth. When you take them hunting, they learn to
appreciate the outdoors and build a kinship to get involved. The future
of hunting is in our hands as we allow the youth to experience our world.
Take a kid hunting instead of hunting for your kid so that we can play it
forward for the next generation.
John E. Kupiec
www.sciflint.org

MI HUNTING SEASON INFORMATION

Fur Harvester Information (includes Muskrat, Mink, Raccoon, Fox, Bobcat, Badger, Fisher/Marten,
Beaver, Otter, and Coyote): See the Michigan Fur Harvester Digest.
Bear: See season dates in the Michigan Bear Hunting Digest
Cottontail Rabbit and Snowshoe Hare: Sept. 15 - Mar. 31
Crow: Aug. 1 - Sept. 30 and Feb. 1 - Mar. 31
Deer:
Liberty Hunt: September 11-12, 2021
Youth and Hunters With Disabilities Hunt
Early Antlerless Firearm: Sept. 18-19, 2021
Independence Hunt: Oct. 14-17, 2021
Hunters With Disabilities Hunt
Archery: Oct. 1 - Nov. 14 and Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Extended Archery - Urban Deer Management Zone of Macomb, Oakland and Wayne Counties:
Open through January 31.
Regular Firearm: Nov. 15-30
Muzzleloading:
Zone 1: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Zone 2: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Zone 3: Dec. 3-12, 2021
Late Antlerless Firearm:
Dec. 13, 2021 - Jan.1, 2022
Elk: See season dates in the Michigan Elk Hunting Digest
Pheasant (male only):
Zone 1 (partial): Oct. 10-31
Zone 2, 3: Oct. 20 - Nov. 14
Zone 3 (partial): Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Quail: Oct. 20 - Nov. 14
Ruffed Grouse: Sept. 15 - Nov. 14 and Dec. 1 - Jan. 1
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Oct. 10-31
Squirrel - Fox and Gray (black phase included): Sept. 15 - Mar. 31
Waterfowl: See season dates section in the Waterfowl Hunting Digest
Wild Turkey
Spring Season: Apr. 17 through June 7, 2021 (see Spring Turkey Digest for applicable units)
Woodcock: Sept. 15 - Oct. 29, 2021
Opossum, porcupine, weasel, red squirrel, skunk, ground squirrel, woodchuck, Russian boar, feral
pigeons, starling and house sparrows may be taken year-round with a valid Michigan hunting license.

SCi FLINT
JOIN TODAY BE PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER!

WhySCI
Join Flint:
SCI Flint?
Why Join
o Our mission is “Promoting wildlife conservation through education and
providing habitat while protecting and enhancing the opportunity to pursue
wild animals worldwide.”
o Regular newsletters with information about state, local, and international issues
o- Award winning chapter named “Top Gun” Chapter of the Year multiple times.
o Chapter activities throughout the year including Christmas Party, Awards Banquet,
Membership Meeting, and our award-winning yearly fundraiser.
o Access to the chapter on-line record book
o Regular legislative and regulatory updates
- o Exciting chapter activities- including member and youth hunts
o Support for conservation, humanitarian, education, and legislative activities
o Meet with well-respected hunting, fishing, and outdoor outfitters from around
the world
activities in local schools and clubs.
o Help develop and fund hunting/archery
o In partnership with Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger helping to feed the
hungry in your community

Why Join SCI International:

Why Join SCI International?
magazine and the SAFARI TIMES newspaper
o Subscriptions to SAFARI
o Represents members, volunteers, and committees in federal, state, and international
lobbying for hunters' rights and wildlife conservation
o The American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS) in Jackson, Wyoming offers hands-on
lessons to teachers focused on the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.
o The Hunter Advocacy Action Center connects you with your elected officials.
o Information, stories, and tips, on local and worldwide hunting
o Free access to the International Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters
o Participation in SCI Record Book and Awards plus access to SCI On-line Record Book

Name: ___________________________________ Address:_________________________________________
City: _____________________ State: ________ Zip: _______ Daytime phone: ________________________
Email:_______________________________________
New Members and Renewals:
q 1 year $50 Flint Chapter
+ $65 International
q 3 year $150 Flint Chapter
+ $150 International
Lifetime International
q $1500
q $1250 Senior (60+)

Youth Membership (under 21)
Date of Birth____________
q 1- year $25 Flint Chapter
+ $25 International
q 3-year $75 Flint Chapter
+ $75 International
Lifetime Chapter
q $500

Mail this application to:
SCI Flint Regional Chapter/Membership
PO Box 639
Davison, MI 48423-0639
Enclosed is $_______
Charge to my ___ Mastercard ___Visa ____ American Express
Card #_________________________________ CVV_________
Expires_________ Signature_____________________________
OR
Visit us on-line at SCIFlint.org/join

