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When you fulfill your 
lifetime dream of an 
African Hunting Safari, I 
invite you to share those intense moments with us.
At Matwetwe Safaris you will be embraced by our hospitality, experience, great 
hunting areas, professional management, and finger-licking cuisine, making your 
dream a reality!
You will come as a client and leave as a friend for life.
So, if hunting is your passion…
Join us in this unique AFRICAN EXPERIENCE!
COME and Smell the African air…
Experience the vastness of AFRICA…
Feel the thrill of a stalk and see the red sunset at the end of a fantastic hunting day…

Regards,
Hendrik Botha

www.sciflint.org

www.matwetwesafaris.com (Ph) +27 82 922 8397



www.sciflint.org

This is the first in a series of articles called “Getting to Know the Board”. These articles 
are intended to accomplish a couple of goals. The first is to introduce you to the people 
who guide the SCI Flint Regional Chapter, work hard to make it stronger, and expand its 
impact. The second is show you some of the behind-the-scenes workings of the chapter 
and encourage you to become more involved and help through time and effort in our 
chapter mission:
Promoting wildlife conservation through education and providing habitat while 
protecting and enhancing the opportunity to purse wild animals worldwide. 

Introducing SCI Flint Secretary: CJ Merriman
I currently serve as the secretary of the chapter. That means it is my responsibility to 
keep the chapter meeting minutes, help develop agendas, and make sure that the 
chapter records and documents are maintained.  Communication and follow-up on 
various activities is also necessary. In the past couple of years, we have developed a 
strategic plan that outlines the key opportunities and potential impediments for the 
chapter to be successful and grow. The plan 
identifies many opportunities and challenges 
for the future with steps to address them as 
well as helps us focus our time and resources 
in the areas that will have the biggest impact. 
It has also been necessary for the board to 
rewrite the chapter bylaws to address the 
issues brought about by a changing operational 
environment. Like most board members I wear 
several different hats including Humanitarian 
Services Director. This role encourages members who travel overseas to take along a 
SCI Blue Bag containing supplies to aid the under-privileged in the areas they hunt.  
Sportsmen Against Hunger also is my responsibility.  The Flint chapter coordinates with 
Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger and the DNR to help feed the hungry in the state. 
This past year through our combined efforts approximately 90,000 pounds of venison 
went to help those in need. With an average serving of ¼ lb. this provided 360,000 
meals to food banks, pantries, and other charities. During 2020 along with other board 
members a new chapter website that is more user friendly was developed and launched. 
There is a lot going on. The work is interesting and rewarding.  
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Schumer comes to Niagara Falls to push border reopening plan
by The Niagara Independent
May 7, 2021 | 3 min read

Photo credit: YouTube/WGRZ-TV

Democrat senator Chuck Schumer, the 

newly installed Senate Majority Leader 

and highest-ranking federal politician in 

the State of New York, held a press 

conference at the Rainbow Bridge in 

Niagara Falls, New York on Wednesday.

At the press conference, Schumer put

forward a four-point plan for reopening the border between the U.S. and Canada.

During his address, Senator Schumer pointed out that, “The deep, long-standing 

social and economic bonds that communities in Western New York and Southern 

Ontario share were abruptly severed last March to deal with the profound public 

health challenge that COVID presented, and since then residents and businesses 

up and down the northern border have been eagerly waiting for the day when 

rates would be low and vaccinations available so that restrictions could be relaxed 

and logically lifted.”

“While at the beginning — and in the height — of the pandemic it was 

understandable for such drastic measures to be taken, we know much more about 

the virus than we knew in March of last year and are making strong gains against 

it,” Schumer continued. “Since vaccination rates have risen and overall rates are 

steadily falling and New York is ready to reopen, based on the data, it is time to 

take the first steps towards reopening the Northern Border to non-essential travel. 

That is why I am calling on Secretaries Blinken and Mayorkas to coordinate with 

their Canadian counterparts ASAP and come up with a plan — based on science, 

data and common sense — that will allow for staged and steady border travel and 

reunite families and friends and jumpstart local economies.”
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Schumer was joined by Niagara Falls, New York Mayor Robert Restaino, Buffalo 

Niagara Partnership CEO Dottie Gallagher, Niagara Falls Bridge Commission CEO 

Ken Bieger, and Pat Whelan, Director of the Canadian-American Border Trade 

Alliance.

Whalen noted his organization had just concluded a bi-national conference on 

border issues where reopening was widely discussed.

“I don’t think we’re going to cross back and forth until we’re comfortable, and 

we’re not going to be comfortable until we’re vaccinated,” Whalen said.

“While we are doing a good job here in the United States with vaccination, we 

learned yesterday that just three per cent of Canadians are fully vaccinated –

three! So, we need to help the Canadians – the Americans need to help the 

Canadians get vaccinated.”

As part of his four-point plan, Schumer asked that a bi-national agreement with 

reopening criteria be established and disclosed to the public without delay. 

Second, he pushed for a re-evaluation and expansion of the essential 

travel designation, arguing that American and Canadian citizens with familial, 

educational, medical, and property interests should be considered essential 

travelers if they’ve been vaccinated.

Before moving on to his third and fourth point, Schumer stopped to take a shot at 

Canada’s governing federal Liberals and their newly announced plan to add a tax 

to underutilized residences. The New York senator pointed out that many 

Americans own cottages in Canada and to tax them because COVID travel 

restrictions have prevented Americans from coming to their Canadian properties 

was lunacy.
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“People can’t visit these homes and now they’re taxing them because they can’t visit 
these homes. That’s gotta stop,” he admonished.

Rounding out his four-point plan, Schumer stressed the importance of recreational 
and commercial boating in the waters along the border. He then urged the federal 
government to provide all necessary support to Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
officers and other federal personnel along the Northern Border.

Schumer explained that no effective border policy can be implemented without 
ensuring proper vaccination, testing, and protective equipment for the federal 
employees managing the border and ensuring the continued flow of goods, services, 
and travelers.

Schumer then urged experts to find a way to allow an open border for those with 
proof of vaccination.
“There are people checking for vaccination at all sorts of venues. It’s easily doable 
here…That is not at all an insurmountable problem.”
Niagara Falls, New York Mayor Robert M. Restaino endorsed Schumer’s plan, saying, 
“his four-point plan walks out what I think is a smart method to bring this region 
back to life again.”

“Those of us who live here in Niagara Falls and all along this border, so many of us 
look at Canada not as a foreign country. It’s really another neighborhood that we 
share common interests with.”

Buffalo Niagara Partnership CEO Dottie Gallagher noted the urgency of the situation.
“We need this to happen. Fall is too late,” Gallagher said. “Please, please, President 
Biden and Prime Minister Trudeau, get to work on this for all of us.”
“The time has come to re-establish the cross-border connections which have served 
us so well over the centuries,” concluded Schumer. “The longer we wait, the more 
damage will be done.”



www.sciflint.org

The summer months are quickly approaching. It’s a time we invest with family, friends 
and enjoy the great outdoors. Whether we spend time fishing, preparing food plots, 
golfing, barbequing or enjoying a family vacation, we get to enjoy nature at its finest. 
Most of the activity that we find ourselves engaged in is funded and managed in some 
way through contributions from hunting, trapping and fishing licenses and the 
equipment used to engage in those activities.

Do you ever stop to think what if? What if we didn’t have the right to hunt and fish? 
Where would we get the resources to protect and preserve the natural abundance of 
our planet? What if there was no plan to provide recreational activities? What would 
happen to the jobs and the industry that support the outdoors? What would happen if 
we didn’t respect the land and leave it as we found it? What would the future have to 
offer our next generation?

These questions are presented in a myriad of ways with conflicting points of view 
routinely in our daily lives. Make no mistake, the investment made from hunting and 
fishing pays for virtually all of the parks, preserves, boat ramps, game areas and wildlife 
habitat that sustain the outdoors we all enjoy.

The mission of Safari Club International and the Flint Regional Chapter of SCI work in 
concert to keep those opportunities alive for all to enjoy. When the time comes to make 
decisions on where to invest your time, talent and financial resources you should give 
serious consideration to investing in SCI and the local chapter. For the price of a cup of 
coffee, or a glass of your favorite bourbon per week, you can ensure that hunting and 
fishing will stand the test of time. We all need to make sure we contribute when and 
where we can to sustain our organization. We need to recruit new members from all 
walks of life to educate and engage in sound wildlife management principles.

Share what SCI offers to your friends, family and neighbors and ask for their 
participation. The time we spend together creates memories for a lifetime. Your 
children and grandchildren will be the beneficiaries of your passion and commitment. 
Stay focused, stay involved and play it forward for the next generation.
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Advocacy is defined as “public support for or recommendation of a particular cause or 
policy.”  Advocacy for hunters deals with the protection of our right to participate in 
hunting activities in the manner we are accustomed to, for the species we choose in the 
places we want.  Advocacy is particularly important to hunters right now because the 
anti-hunting forces have never been stronger politically. They are making their presence 
felt and we can expect this trend to intensify as time goes on.

The two best known anti-hunting groups are the Humane Society of the United States 
and People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals though there are several others.  They 
all have the same basic goals and methods of operation and their leaders are radical 
vegans who oppose the consumptive use of animals in any form.  They use deceptive 
advertising to generate millions of dollars to finance their activities with the ultimate 
goal being to stop hunting everywhere.  To achieve this long term goal they are happy 
to whittle away at our rights a little at a time in many different places and they have 
been quite successful doing this.  They rely on an emotional plea that ignores science to 
score these victories.  It would go something like this.  Hunting bears with dogs is cruel 
so let’s ban the use of dogs.  Next, baiting has to be stopped because it is unfair.  Finally, 
once those changes are made, they’ll demand a complete end to bear hunting.  If you 
don’t believe this scenario is possible you should because it is taking place right now in 
California and New Jersey.

Banning hunting of certain animals and methods of hunting are common but not the 
only tactics the anti-hunters use.  They have learned that getting policies enacted that 
restrict or prohibit access by hunters to certain areas can be just as effective.  To have 
large pieces of real estate declared off limits to hunting seems impossible but today the 
Department of the Interior is considering closing 40,000 acres in Alaska to everyone but 
native sustenance hunters.

The anti-hunter’s reach is not limited to just our country.  They are currently trying to 
get laws put in place in some states and nationally that would make it illegal to import 
legally harvested trophies from several African countries.

www.sciflint.org

Advocacy,   What is it and Why is it Important?



There is no scientific justification for this and in fact it is the American hunter’s dollars 
that support the communities that host the hunters.  If the visiting hunters stop coming 
African wildlife loses its protection, poaching takes over and the very animals these 
misguided laws are trying to protect disappear.  The effected African range countries 
know all this and strongly oppose these short-sighted imperialistic restrictions.

So, in summary, we see that there are large well organized groups working very hard 
and using any means available to disrupt, limit, restrict, prohibit and ultimately 
eliminate hunting.  Safari Club International is the principle and almost always the only 
organization actively fighting the anti-hunters through our various hunter advocacy 
programs.  

This is done in a number of different ways.  One is by being involved politically through 
SCI-PAC and the Hunter Action Fund that supports candidates who agree with our vision 
of conservation.  In the 2020 elections SCI financially supported 107 candidates for the 
U.S. Senate and the U.S. House and 102 of these candidates won their election.  A 92%  
win rate.  Similar activities were taking place at the state level as well.  This combined 
with ongoing lobbying efforts have prevented restrictions and strengthened hunter’s 
rights across the country.  For example, laws to prohibit African imports were defeated 
in Connecticut, New York and California.  A ban on bobcat hunting was stopped in 
Colorado and various Sunday hunting laws were opposed in Pennsylvania, North 
Carolina and Virginia.

A huge part of SCI’s hunter advocacy work takes place in the state and federal court 
systems.  The anti-hunters have legal teams that use the courts, suits and counter suits 
to attack our rights.  We have to call on SCI’s legal team to fight these challenges.  
Recent cases we won include reversing the ban on Zimbabwe elephant trophies and 
getting wolves removed from the endangered species list.  The anti’s law suits can also 
work in subtle ways.  SCI had to fight and win in federal court to maintain the hunter’s 
right to use motorized vehicles to retrieve big game in Arizona and to use a hovercraft 
on Alaskan rivers. The latter case took 10 years and went all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court!  As we have seen, the anti’s will use any avenue they can that has a 
negative impact on hunting.  

Since 2015 the SCI legal team has worked on 17 different cases, most were decided in 
our favor.
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Our lawyers are currently involved in 9 ongoing cases including one to prevent the use 
of lead bullets, another to stop a ban on black bear hunting in New Jersey and one to 
allow the hunting of bears with bait in Idaho.  There are 5 cases we know about that will 
be coming up soon requiring legal action from our Washington D.C. based team.  These 
include a proposed ban on leopard imports, a change in Alaska hunting rules to make 
them more restrictive, and a move to restrict hunter access to the National Wildlife 
Refuges.  It is important to remember that once a case is decided it sets a legal 
precedence that can potentially be applied in other similar situations.  For example, a 
governmental power grab that is upheld in Alaska could result in the same action being 
taken on federal land in other states.

Along with actually being involved in court cases that protect hunter’s rights SCI, 
because of its status as a recognized conservation organization, is allowed to draft 
comments when important issues are being considered by regulatory bodies.  Our team 
does this work as well and since 2015 they have commented 40 times on issues that are 
important to hunters.

The depth and scope of the effort it takes to protect hunter’s rights is tremendous and 
probably not understood by 1% of the hunting population.  It is a complex environment 
that requires specialized skills to succeed.  With some court cases lasting years the legal 
costs to fight these battles is huge and the same is true for the political campaigns and 
lobbying work we take part in.  Nearly 100% of these costs are paid for by Safari Club 
International.  That is the reason everyone that hunts and wants to protect hunting for 
their children and grandchildren should be a member of SCI.  Our advocacy work is 
critical and without it the future of our hunting heritage in this county looks grim.  
Please contribute to SCI-PAC and when you see your hunting friends tell them that they 
need to join and support the number one organization protecting their right to hunt, 
Safari Club International.

By Carl Griffin

For a complete detailed list of SCI’s advocacy activity please see the Benjamin Cassidy 
article in March/April 2021 Safari Magazine Pages 66-71.
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“A peculiar virtue in wildlife ethics is that the hunter ordinarily has 
no gallery to applaud or disapprove of his conduct. Whatever his 
acts, they are dictated by his own conscience, rather than by a 
mob of onlookers. It is difficult to exaggerate the importance of 
this fact.”

Aldo Leopold
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Beginning with the June issue of this newsletter, SCI flint is 
launching a monthly contest to encourage members to tell their 
outdoor experiences. 
Each month we will publish up to four photos, along with a story or 
at least an explanation about the picture. If more than four 
stories/photos are received in any month the extras will be held 
and included in upcoming editions. They may be stories/photos 
taken on a hunt, fishing trip, outdoor activities, your dog at work, 
friends together at an event and the like. 
SCI Flint members and supporters are doing many exciting 
activities and we want to share your pictures and story. A link will 
be included in each newsletter where readers can easily vote for 
their favorite photo/story via the chapter website. 
The story or photo with the most votes will win a different prize 
each month ranging from a free year’s chapter membership to 
travel accessories, hunting equipment, clothing, or some other 
surprise.
Submit entries via email to safariclub.flint@gmail.com The 
deadline for you to submit your photo's/stories to be included in 
the June newsletter is June 21 and the deadline to vote for your 
favorite photo/story is July 21.
You may win a prize but the best part is that newsletter readers will 
be able to see what you are doing or have done in the outdoors!
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Why Join SCI Flint?
o Our mission is “Promoting wildlife conservation through education and 

providing habitat while protecting and enhancing the opportunity to pursue 
wild animals worldwide.”

o Regular newsletters with information about state, local, and international issues
o Award winning chapter named “Top Gun” Chapter of the Year multiple times.
o Chapter activities throughout the year including Christmas Party, Awards Banquet, 

Membership Meeting, and our award-winning yearly fundraiser.
o Access to the chapter on-line record book
o Regular legislative and regulatory updates
o Exciting chapter activities including member and youth hunts
o Support for conservation, humanitarian, education, and legislative activities
o Meet with well-respected hunting, fishing, and outdoor outfitters from around 

the world
o Help develop and fund hunting/archery activities in local schools and clubs.
o In partnership with Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger helping to feed the 

hungry in your community

Why Join SCI International?
o Subscriptions to SAFARI magazine and the SAFARI TIMES newspaper
o Represents members, volunteers, and committees in federal, state, and international 

lobbying for hunters' rights and wildlife conservation
o The American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS) in Jackson, Wyoming offers hands-on 

lessons to teachers focused on the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.
o The Hunter Advocacy Action Center connects you with your elected officials.
o Information, stories, and tips, on local and worldwide hunting 
o Free access to the International Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters
o Participation in SCI Record Book and Awards plus access to SCI On-line Record Book
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