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Spinner N Spoon LLC, Sport Fishing Charters offers full or half-day walleye, perch 
and sturgeon trips available aboard one of their clean, modern, fully-appointed 
vessels. For the months of May, June, July, and August the Nereus departs from: 
Monroe, MI.

Captain Paul is a full time charter boat captain, licensed by the US Coast Guard. He 
has been fishing the Great Lakes since 1992. Their goal is to make every trip exciting 
and enjoyable for each guest.
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A new Michigan pheasant hunting license, now 

available for purchase, will generate funds for a

pheasant release program.

The $25 license is required for anyone 18 and older 

who is planning to hunt pheasants on any public 

land in the Lower Peninsula or on lands enrolled in 

the Hunting Access Program. Private-land pheasant 

hunters statewide and hunters on public lands in the Upper Peninsula do not need the 

pheasant license. Additionally, lifetime license holders, hunters 17 and younger, and those 

hunting pheasants only at a game bird hunting preserve do not need the pheasant 

license.

“The new public-land pheasant hunting license will provide funding to continue a pilot 

pheasant release program that was conducted in 2019,” said Sara Thompson, Michigan 

Department of Natural Resources Wildlife Division Species Management Unit supervisor. 

“The pilot program was very popular with participants, especially among new hunters who 

were able to harvest a bird for the first time.”

Passed by the Michigan Legislature in 2020, the new law requiring the public-land 

pheasant hunting license has a sunset date of Jan. 1, 2026.

The license is on sale now at Michigan.gov/DNRLicenses or over the counter at license 

retailers. Hunters must have a 2021 base license to purchase the 2021 pheasant license.

Money from the new license will be placed into an account to be used only for the 

purchase and release of live pheasants on state-owned public lands with suitable pheasant 

habitat. Releases will be conducted during the regular pheasant season, which runs 

from mid-October through mid-November.

NEW PHEASANT LICENSE TO FUND PHEASANT RELEASE PROGRAM

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjguMzk1OTk0NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5tZG5yLWVsaWNlbnNlLmNvbS8_dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPXBoZWFzYW50K2xpY2Vuc2UmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1wciZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.YRJEXyfR1gR4vaiTTdQDOURYDaXHVm0A3u--kp2z7c4/s/1019604325/br/105504582905-l
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Pheasants are expected to be released at the following state game areas in 2021:

•Cornish (Cass County)

•Crow Island (Bay and Saginaw counties)

•Erie (Monroe County)

•Lapeer (Lapeer County)

•Leidy Lake (St. Joseph County)

•Pinconning Township (Bay County)

•Pointe Mouillee (Monroe and Wayne counties)

•Rose Lake (Clinton and Shiawassee counties)

•St Johns Marsh (St. Clair County)

Two hunting recruitment events also will take place at the Rose Lake State Game Area in 

December. When available, event dates and registration details will be posted 

at Michigan.gov/SmallGame.

The free pheasant endorsement required in 2019 and 2020 has been discontinued and is 

no longer required for hunters pursuing pheasants.

Information about pheasant hunting regulations and season dates will be in the 2021 

Hunting Digest, which will be available around July 1 at license agents and online 

at Michigan.gov/DNRDigests.

Visit Michigan.gov/SmallGame for more small game hunting information and to subscribe 

to small game hunting updates.

Questions about pheasant and small game hunting can be directed to the DNR Wildlife 

Division at 517-284-9453 or DNR-Wildlife@Michigan.gov.

Special shoutout to Safari Club Flint board member, Carl Griffin, for being an 
instrumental part of making this happen.

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjguMzk1OTk0NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG5yLzAsNDU3MCw3LTM1MC03OTExOV83OTE0N184MDIxOC0tLSwwMC5odG1sP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1waGVhc2FudCtsaWNlbnNlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09cHImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.QvQQbB28k2JZgCaJ65fLpJq_dcuRBVFuXSCo5p5OIcc/s/1019604325/br/105504582905-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjguMzk1OTk0NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG5yLzAsNDU3MCw3LTM1MC03OTEzNl83OTc3Ml84MDI2MC0tLSwwMC5odG1sP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1waGVhc2FudCtsaWNlbnNlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09cHImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.62JDcOLaizZhrNP4lujquTo0a3cBFGIALw2PzW2OCto/s/1019604325/br/105504582905-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjguMzk1OTk0NTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbi5nb3YvZG5yLzAsNDU3MCw3LTM1MC03OTExOV83OTE0N184MDIxOC0tLSwwMC5odG1sP3V0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1waGVhc2FudCtsaWNlbnNlJnV0bV9tZWRpdW09cHImdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.h7s3O118nrn2fGAtk9BwD1XQsdO-uh2sQ9g5q60_VeE/s/1019604325/br/105504582905-l
mailto:DNR-Wildlife@michigan.gov


WELCOME NEW CHIEF OF WILDLIFE DIVISION -
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I recently had a chance to meet via Zoom with Michigan DNR’s new Chief of the Wildlife 
Division who replaced Russ Mason. His name is Jared Duquette and he has a connection to SCI 
in Michigan because he earned his Ph.D. working on the predator prey research project that was 
funded by SCI’s Michigan Involvement Committee. Jared wanted to let us know that he is 
committed to the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation. He passed along the 
following paragraph to introduce himself to the hunter/conservationists of our state.  ~Carl 
Griffin

I am delighted to return to Michigan to begin my tenure as the chief of the Wildlife Division. I 

grew up in St. Charles, Michigan, where I spent countless hours exploring and learning about 

nature, hunting and fishing in the Shiawassee Flats with friends. I earned my bachelor’s degree 

in natural resources conservation from Central Michigan University. Since graduating from CMU, 

I attained my master’s and Ph.D. degrees and worked on research and applied conservation 

projects in several states across the U.S. and internationally. I have worked on a wide variety of 

species and topics, such as blackbirds, jaguars, and outdoor recreationalist behaviors. Some of 

these projects were in the upper and lower peninsulas of Michigan, including projects focused on 

preventing diseases in deer and elk. I look forward to bringing diverse knowledge and experience 

to the Michigan DNR. In my most recent position with the Illinois DNR, I managed hunter 

recruitment, retention and reactivation activities and public outreach initiatives. I believe in the 

value of collaborative management, innovation, partnerships, and relationship-building. 

I am also dedicated to diversity, equity, and inclusion in 

the field of conservation. Michigan has been a leader in 

the conservation community, and it is with great respect 

for this legacy that I step into this new leadership role. I 

am eager to work with a cadre of dedicated staff, 

partners, and stakeholders to ensure that the future of 

wildlife and wildlife recreation in Michigan is available for 

generations to come. I am looking forward to meeting 

many of you over the years to come and I wish you all 

well. 

~Jared Duquette Chief of the Wildlife Division



The Federal Subsistence Board (FSB) is 
currently considering a Special Action 
Request (WSA 21-01) that would close 
over 40 million acres of public lands in 
Northern Alaska to non-resident and 
non-local caribou hunters. Wildlife 
Special Actions are supposed to be 
used in “unusual circumstances,” when 
an unforeseen conservation need has 
arisen. In situations where a resource 
conservation need requires the FSB to 
prioritize the subsistence needs of those

Apr 26, 2021
SCI Opposes Proposal to Close Over 40 Million Acres of Alaska Public Lands to Non-

Resident and Non-Local Caribou Hunters
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living in remote Alaska over sport hunters, SCI does not object to necessary 
closures. However, the proposal to close Game Management Units 23 and 
26A—an area larger than the State of Georgia—to non-subsistence caribou 
hunting does not cite any scientific evidence or data.

SCI submitted public comments early on and was one of the first 
groups/organizations to provide testimony at a public hearing on April 23, 2021, 
requesting that the FSB reject the proposal. These comments explain that while 
SCI supports subsistence use of natural resources, the status of the caribou 
herds on GMUs 23 and 26A does not require the restriction of non-subsistence 
hunting to protect subsistence use. Although the migration pattern or timing of the 
caribou herds in these GMUs may have shifted, years of data indicate that herd 
numbers are stable and well above state management objectives. The Western 
Arctic herd is estimated at 244,000 animals, and the Teshekpuk Herd at 56,000. 
The subsistence harvest of these caribou has also remained stable at 10,000 to 
15,000 caribou. The harvest by non-subsistence hunters is only approximately 
300 caribou per year (2 to 3 % of the total harvest).



SCI’s comments also pointed out that the standard for adoption of a Wildlife 
Special Action requires evidence of unanticipated biological or conservation 
needs. To temporarily close public lands under a special action, the FSB must 
determine that the proposed change is not an unnecessary restriction on non-
subsistence users. In this case, the proposed closure is not supported by 
evidence of an unusual situation, or a significant change in resource abundance, 
so the restriction on non-subsistence users is unnecessary.

The FSB scheduled a hearing on April 23, 2021 to take public input on the 
proposal. SCI immediately informed our members of the hearing and comment 
opportunities. SCI then engaged with members by asking them to sign a petition 
demanding the Biden Administration commit to a policy of “No-Net-Loss” on 
federal public lands for hunting and fishing access. SCI is asking that the 
Department of the Interior maintain the same hunting and fishing access on 
public lands that was provided under prior administrations—including significant 
acreage opened under the Trump Administration. More than 2,200 sportsmen 
and women across the country have signed SCI’s petition. But Secretary Haaland
still has not committed to “No Net Loss.”
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Welcome spring! It is a time for food plots, fishing, family and finding the big Tom of 
your dreams. Reports from several chapter members have been fantastic as most who 
ventured into the outdoors were successful in their endeavor. This year has been 
exceptionally rewarding as we continue to see an increase in the participation of 
outdoor activities such as hunting and fishing. 

This is an important development that needs our undivided attention to earn the 
retention of new anglers and hunters. Investing time in the outdoors with friends and 
family builds relationships for a lifetime and stories that need to be shared. If you have 
had the ability to share time afield, please draft a story and share it with the board so 
that we can share it with the membership in our upcoming newsletters. You can email 
them to john.kupiec@firehousesubs.com. Send photos too!

Your stories are what makes joining a club like SCI more valuable. We raise funds and 
invest our resources in protecting our right to hunt and fish but, the most important 
area we can enhance is our shared experience outdoors. Those moments are life 
experiences that attract new members to our community. They make what we do worth 
while because they create a culture of giving and sharing that builds an unbreakable 
bond between both participants and non-participants that make the environment we 
inhabit better.

We can all find common ground in making our environment cleaner, more sustainable 
and user friendly for all to enjoy. As we communicate our journeys into the wild, we find 
that more often than not, we gain newfound interest in hunting and fishing because it is 
wholesome, regenerative and rewarding. The experience is more valuable than the 
results. That is why we preach taking a kid hunting regularly. The next generation will 
find new challenges to solve. But the one constant we can pass along to them is the 
enjoyment the outdoors provides. Hopefully, we will all find time this spring to get out 
and enjoy what Michigan has to offer in the great outdoors. 
Let’s all continue to play it forward for the next generation.

mailto:john.kupiec@firehousesubs.com
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Through almost all of human existence, huntable land and huntable
wildlife have preceded the hunter. They caused the hunter. 
But in the future this must be reversed. It is the hunter who 
must cause huntable land and wildlife, and a world worth 
being young in.

John Madison



Spring is a special time of year for those of us who have caught the addiction to chasing 
the North American Turkey. A bird that, as a kid here in Michigan, was something you 
didn't see every day. With special programs put in place by wildlife specialists they now 
thrive in our state and many of us have come to enjoy the spring hunt.

For two weeks I had been sleeping with my window cracked working to pattern a 
particular bird I was seeing around. Every morning around 5:00 A.M. I was awakened by 
the familiar call of the Great Horned Owl... "who-who, ha-whooo." Several times he would 
call out before I would jolt awake hearing that sound every turkey hunter comes to love. 
The silence shattered by the screaming gobble of a big Tom replying to the owl while 
preparing to leave his roost. Every day this was the ritualistic tango of the two birds 
tantalizing me with hopes of a successful opening morning. Then, three days before 
season opener; he vanished.

It is not unlike a turkey to tease you and test your patience. After all, they operate on 
"Turkey Time" which is an enigma to most anybody, except for Mr. Turkey himself. I had 
much consternation over the elusive bird moving on, knowing that my plan was going to 
have to change. Nevertheless, I knew he wasn't leaving the area entirely, so being a 
foolhardy and stubborn hunter I carried on with my original intention to hunt a particular 
spot.

Big mistake. Instead of following my instinct and adapting to the situation as all good 
hunters know to do, my stubborn behavior put me in a location 400 yards away from 
where the birds had gone. I watched the big Tom strut and woo his ladies with confidence 
hoping maybe they would take an interest in my set. Not a chance, they had bugs to eat 
and a safe haven where they danced the ritualistic dance of the mating turkey all day. 
Sure, I had a few Jakes come my way and a couple hens, but the big Tom was focused on a 
particular group of females and he was not to be distracted. By midday the birds had 
moved off into the timber and I was ready for lunch. Rats. No trophy to be had this 
morning. However, on the other side of the coin; now I have a plan for tomorrow.

MEMBER HUNTS with SCI FLINT
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TURKEY TIME
By: Captain Adam Kupiec



On the second day of the season I woke again to the call of the owl, only this time 
the Tom was back. I pinpointed his position easily with my knowledge of the 
property. I gathered my gear and out the door I went with the anticipation and 
excitement of a pair of teenagers in the backseat for the very first time at that 
"special spot.”

As I walked to where I had decided to setup, I saw the big Tom silhouetted in a tree, 
not 100 yards from where I planned to setup. Bingo. It was game on and the two of 
us were about to match wits. I set my decoys up, found a good spot under a tree 
behind some brush, and began to talk turkey with the Tom as he prepared to come 
down from his tree. Things were looking pretty darn good.

All of a sudden a squirrel popped up from his nest above me. Shoot. I missed 
spotting that nest! This was bad. The squirrel barked angrily and flung droppingS my 
way with his tail. I was screwed and I knew it. I let the squirrel bark at me for about 
an hour and a half before I gave up and moved to head in for breakfast.

As I made my way back from my spot I saw another big Tom out strutting his stuff 
and decided to try to put a stalk on him to see if I could get in range. It took me 
awhile and eventually I crept up to about 100 yards distance from him before I ran 
out of cover completely. Fouled again; time for breakfast.

After taking some time to regroup, I decided to head back out for the afternoon and 
see if I couldn't just pin that rascal down yet today. I moved out to where I know the 
birds in the area spend most of their afternoons hoping to catch them out there, or 
even better, beat them to the spot. As I arrived on location I was in luck, the birds 
weren't quite there yet but I could hear some putting not too far in the distance.

MEMBER HUNTS with SCI FLINT
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TURKEY TIME
By: Captain Adam Kupiec



I quickly setup and began to get busy with my call. Sweet purrs and puts that I hoped 
would tantalize the big Tom into making a fatal error. I was in luck. He popped out 
into the field 200 yards away. Not great, but it was an improvement over the action 
so far. Some more light calling and sweet talking to get his attention. 100 yards, I'm 
getting anxious now. As all turkeys seem to do he gets hung up. Not certain if he 
wants to check out my set or stick with what he had going. Then, suddenly, the hens 
make their way over and its game on. 60 yards; he's in range, but barely. The 
Patternmaster choke tube is good to 70 yards with my Winchester Turkey Loads, but 
this is a big bird, and an important shot; I will wait just a hair more. 45 yards; green 
light. I line up the shot, touch the trigger and my Benelli slams into my shoulder with 
the force only a 3.5" turkey load can deliver as it sends its payload down range; big 
bird down.

MEMBER HUNTS with SCI FLINT
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TURKEY TIME
By: Captain Adam Kupiec

With every successful hunt we have to 
thank the abundance of nature for 
providing. This bird was a big feather in 
my cap, having worked to pattern him and 
ultimately put in a little extra effort for 
him to make his way to the dinner table. 
That extra effort is what lures us to the 
hunt and brings us back time and time 
again while leaving us with a desire to see 
that drive in the next generation of 
hunters coming up behind us. It's not the 
trophy but the allure of the hunt itself; the 
trophy sure is nice to capture when it all 
comes together though.



Why Join SCI Flint?
o Our mission is “Promoting wildlife conservation through education and 

providing habitat while protecting and enhancing the opportunity to pursue 
wild animals worldwide.”

o Regular newsletters with information about state, local, and international issues
o Award winning chapter named “Top Gun” Chapter of the Year multiple times.
o Chapter activities throughout the year including Christmas Party, Awards Banquet, 

Membership Meeting, and our award-winning yearly fundraiser.
o Access to the chapter on-line record book
o Regular legislative and regulatory updates
o Exciting chapter activities including member and youth hunts
o Support for conservation, humanitarian, education, and legislative activities
o Meet with well-respected hunting, fishing, and outdoor outfitters from around 

the world
o Help develop and fund hunting/archery activities in local schools and clubs.
o In partnership with Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger helping to feed the 

hungry in your community

Why Join SCI International?
o Subscriptions to SAFARI magazine and the SAFARI TIMES newspaper
o Represents members, volunteers, and committees in federal, state, and international 

lobbying for hunters' rights and wildlife conservation
o The American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS) in Jackson, Wyoming offers hands-on 

lessons to teachers focused on the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.
o The Hunter Advocacy Action Center connects you with your elected officials.
o Information, stories, and tips, on local and worldwide hunting 
o Free access to the International Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters
o Participation in SCI Record Book and Awards plus access to SCI On-line Record Book

SCi FLINT 
SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL FLINT REGIONAL CHAPTER 
JOIN TODAY 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
BE PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER! 

Name:_________________________________________  Address:_________________________________________________ 

City:__________________  State:______  Zip code:___________  Country:_____  Daytime Phone:________________________ 

New Members:  
1 Year Membership $80 Hardcopy  

($50 Flint, $30 International)  

3 Year Membership $300 Hardcopy 
($150 Flint, $150 International)  
 

Lifetime International: 
Hardcover $1500 
Hardcover $1250 (For 60+) 

 

Flint Only Membership: 
$50 (Must Be Current International Member) 

Renewals: 
1 Year Membership $115 Hardcover  

($50 Flint, $65 International) 
 

1 Year Membership $85 Electronic  
($50 Flint, $35 International) 

 

3 Year Membership $300 Hardcover  
($150 Flint, $150 International) 

 

3 Year Membership $240 Electronic 
($150 Flint, $90 (International) 

Enclosed is $______ Via Check #:__________ 

or charge to my:  MasterCard Visa American Express 

Card #:______________________________________________ 

Expires:________Signature:_____________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________ 

MAIL THIS APPLICATION TO: 
Dennis Peters, Membership Chairman 

73321 Van Dyke, Romeo, MI 48065 

Why Join SCI Flint: 

Why Join SCI International: 

 Membership meetings with outfitters and conservation representatives 

 Quarterly newsletters from Flint Chapter 

 Awards Banquet and Christmas Banquet provided at no charge 
             - One guest pass to accompany member at both banquets at no charge 

 Free Record Book 

 Bi-monthly issue of SCI’s award-winning SAFARI Magazine 

 Monthly issue of SAFARI TIMES Newspaper 

 Annual World Hunting Awards Publication 

 Eligible to attend SCI’s Members-only Annual Hunters’ Convention 

 Participation in the SCI Record Book of Trophy Animals and Awards Programs 

 Eligible to join a local SCI Chapter 

 SCI Hunter’s Travel Assistance Hotline powered by Global Rescue 

 Access to Hunt Reports 

 SCI “In the Crosshairs” e-Newsletter 

 Access To SCI First for Hunters Website 

 Official SCI Membership ID card 

 Free Access to SCI Online Record Book 

 Free Admission to the International Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters in 
Tuscan 

Sponsor: Dennis Peters # 2000-5325 

Mail this application to:
SCI Flint Regional Chapter/Membership
PO Box 639
Davison, MI 48423-0639
Enclosed is $_______
Charge to my ___ Mastercard ___Visa  ____ American Express
Card #_________________________________  CVV_________
Expires_________ Signature_____________________________

OR
Visit us on-line at SCIFlint.org/join

Name: ___________________________________   Address:_________________________________________

City: _____________________   State: ________   Zip: _______    Daytime phone: ________________________

Email:_______________________________________

New Members and Renewals:
q 1 year $50 Flint Chapter  

+ $65 International
q 3 year $150 Flint Chapter

+ $150 International

Youth Membership (under 21)
Date of Birth____________
q 1- year $25 Flint Chapter 

+ $25 International
q 3-year $75 Flint Chapter
+ $75 International

Lifetime International
q $1500
q $1250 Senior (60+)


