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SAVE THE DATE! 
SCI Flint ONLINE AUCTION - Saturday, March 13, 2021



The final 2020 Hunting License numbers are in with around 675,000 
licenses sold. This represents a 5.5% increase over last year. Of 
these, 100,000 were new license buyers which is good news! They 
are from younger age groups that are replacing the older generation 
of hunters.  Deer licenses increased by 30,000…Waterfowl 20,000 
and Fall turkey licenses were up 4,000. Michigan hunters showed 
their humanitarian spirit as Sportsman Against Hunger revenue 
increased from $100,000 to $150,000. This year marks the first 
year in over a decade where the numbers went in the right 
direction. The Michigan DNR needs to incorporate innovative new 
programs like the Pheasant Stamp into their game plan to maintain 
this trend.

In a civilized and cultivated country wild animals only continue to exist at all 
when preserved by sportsmen. The excellent people who protest against all 
hunting, and consider sportsmen as enemies of wildlife, are ignorant of the fact 
that in reality the genuine sportsman is by all odds the most important factor in 
keeping the larger and more valuable wild creatures from total extermination.
- Theodore Roosevelt, 26th U.S. President

QUOTE OF MONTH



The Hunts are on! As we face these unprecedented challenges, all of 
us are reminded about the blessings we have enjoyed and the 
opportunities that present themselves in the future. Our hunting 
community has been impacted in both positive and negative ways 
during the past year. Leadership and vision is what we all desire to 
find a way forward to provide a safe and successful future. 

With that in mind, the SCI Flint board of directors has agreed to move 
forward with an online auction on our original date of March 13th.  We 
are all working feverishly to bring about some exciting opportunities 
that will generate a successful auction to help support our mission of 
“Promoting wildlife conservation through education and providing 
habitat while protecting and enhancing the opportunity to pursue wild 
animals worldwide.”. We will be partnering with someold friends and 
some new outfitters to bring about a wide variety of excursions to bid 
on and take us to the wild for some much entertainment.

The auction will be listed on our newly designed website sciflint.org
and the auction website onlinehuntingauctions.com. We will be 
adding auction items as we receive them so be sure to check in 
frequently to stay updated on the great items we have secured. 
Details of the time will be posted soon on our website. Watch your 
inbox for emails with updates as well.

Speaking about the website, if you have not visited recently please 
do so. We welcome any thoughts and ideas you have to improve the 
site and our communication with you. The newsletter we are 
producing is exclusively delivered electronically to preserve much 
needed capital to invest in our cause. 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



In this issue we have published the awards submissions and winners 
from the 2020 awards program. Due to the pandemic, we were 
unable to conduct an in-person event. Congratulations to all who 
entered. Your trophies will be cherished for a lifetime and we share in 
your success. Keep the memories alive by sending us an article that 
we can publish to fully appreciate your accomplishment.

As we look forward to an end of lock downs, restricted travel and 
hunting closures let us all remember to take a child hunting and enjoy 
the time spent together. The memories will last a lifetime.

Until we meet again, play it forward!

John Kupiec

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT



Howell’s plan will help restore pheasant hunting opportunities in Michigan

LANSING — The Michigan Legislature on Wednesday 
voted in favor of adopting a plan by state Rep. Gary 
Howell, R-Deerfield Twp. to create a specially 
designated pheasant stamp, with the revenue 
collected to be used exclusively for releasing 
pheasants for hunting on state-owned lands.

The House voted in support of Howell’s legislation 
by a vote of 95-13. The Senate had earlier passed it 
by a vote of 37-1.

“As the chairman of the House Committee on Natural Resources and Outdoor 
Recreation,” Howell stated, “I remain dedicated to preserving Michigan’s hunting 
heritage. I have been actively looking for ways to encourage more pheasant 
hunting in our state, and this legislation will help to accomplish that goal. I 
particularly want to introduce young people to this opportunity that can provide a 
lifetime of enjoyment with friends and family.”

Howell’s House Bill 4313 requires revenue from the new license to be entirely 
dedicated to the Game and Fish Account for pheasant stocking. The new license 
would not be required in the Upper Peninsula, on any private property not 
enrolled in the Hunter Access Program, or for those under age 17.

Michigan hunters once shot over one million pheasants per year when the birds 
were plentiful across the state. More recently, Michigan hunters now harvest less 
than 60,000 roosters annually, representing a 95% decrease.

MEMBER NEWS

Michigan Legislature approves Rep. Howell’s Pheasant Stamp Bill



“It is hoped that this legislation will help revitalize Michigan’s hunting heritage and bring more 
hunters outdoors,” Howell stated.

Under Howell’s plan, it is anticipated that pheasant hunters will travel to state game areas in 
counties like Lapeer, spending money on food, gas, and hunting supplies — to the benefit of 
local businesses.

“Many new hunters bypass small game hunting altogether as they go straight to bigger game 
such as deer, turkey, and bear,” Howell explained.

“The DNR is partnering with several sportsmen’s groups and governmental entities to facilitate 
a revitalization of Michigan’s pheasants,” Howell said. “This initiative has the potential to 
change small game hunting opportunities, increase wildlife populations, improve hunter 
satisfaction, and help Michigan’s economy. I am totally committed to this project.”

Howell specifically credited the volunteer members of The Michigan Pheasant Hunting 
Initiative for encouraging this plan. “Lapeer County residents Ken Dalton of Arcadia Township 
and Carl Griffin of Imlay Township were extremely instrumental in the formation and passage 
of this legislation, as well as Lapeer County resident Mike Thorman and Calhoun County 
residents Tom Shook and Jim Smith,” Howell said. “These gentlemen were invaluable in getting 
us to this point.”

“This is a prime example of how 
everyday citizens can get involved 
with an idea and provide vital 
input,” Howell said. “I was able 
to work closely with all of these 
individuals in drafting the bill and 
gaining the support of my 
colleagues. This is how good 
government is supposed to work!”

HB 4313 has been signed by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer.
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On December 31, 2020 Governor Whitmer signed HB4313 (Michigan Pheasant Stamp Bill) into law making 
Michigan like the 20 other states from California to Rhode Island that hold a state sponsored pheasant 
release for hunters. This stamp or endorsement will be required to hunt pheasants on state land in the 
lower peninsula. The cost is $25 but it is not required for hunters under the age of 18. By law 100% of the 
money generated from the stamp’s sale will go toward buying and releasing rooster pheasants for 
hunters. The money generated from the stamp sales is the funding source for the Michigan Pheasant 
Hunting Initiative (MPHI) that was so successful in 2019. In fact, the DNR’s survey showed that of the nearly 
3,000 MPHI hunters that participated in 2019 8% were either new hunters or had not hunted in the last 5 
years. And, 50% responded that they would not have hunted pheasants at all if there had not been a 
pheasant release.

Declining hunter numbers is the biggest problem facing the future of hunting. Releasing pheasants has 
proven to reverse this trend because when there are birds to hunt we will recruit, retain and reactivate 
hunters. According to the DNR from 2011 to 2017 the number of pheasant hunters in Michigan dropped 
from 23,351 to 16,443. Nearly a 30% decline in just 6 years. All this occurred while we were spending 
millions of dollars to improve thousands of acres of pheasant habitat. Hunter numbers in general have been 
going down but the sharpest decline of all is seen in pheasant hunters. The main reason for this is the 
extremely low population of wild pheasants. What makes this trend even more disturbing is that pheasants 
are a gateway species that many young or new hunters are introduced to first. After coming to love 
pheasant hunting they may go on to be interested in turkey, deer and bear but without birds available they 
may never try hunting at all.

These are just some of the reasons we applaud the signing of HB 4313 as a means of supporting the 
recruitment, retention and reactivation of hunters in Michigan. State Representative Gary Howell, Michigan 
United Conservation Clubs (MUCC) and the MPHI team deserve our thanks for turning an idea into reality. It 
was a grass roots effort that overcame many obstacles over four years before finally becoming law. Because 
the Michigan Pheasant Hunting Initiative (MPHI) is a user funded program it is now up to us as hunters to 
support it by buying a pheasant stamp. Anyone that wants to see more young people and people who have 
never hunted before join our sport should buy a pheasant stamp when they go on sale March 1, 
2021. Everyone that cares about the future of hunting should do the same thing. It’s that simple. For the 
price of a couple of medium pizzas per year you can help solve the biggest problem hunters face. You may 
never hunt for these pheasants yourself but rest assured someone who has given up on hunting will get a 
shotgun out and enjoy some quality time outdoors. Grandfathers will teach their grandchildren how to be 
safe hunters and women, who may have never considered hunting, will discover the thrill and excitement of 
an upland bird flush. This will happen in 2021 if we all include the pheasant stamp when we make our 
license purchase. And because this is the first year of this new program let’s buy those licenses early to get 
the Michigan Pheasant Hunting Initiative 2021 off to a flying start.

MEMBER NEWS
1st Quarter 2021 Legislative-Policy Update New Michigan Pheasant Stamp



• Species/Score = Dama Gazelle  43 4/8 (Gold)

Barasingha 156 6/8 (Gold)

• Category = Rifle

• Species/Score = Northeastern Whitetailed Deer (Typical)
89 7/8   (Bronze)

• Category = Rifle



• Species/Score = American Alligator  8’3” (Silver)

• Category = Harpoon



• Member = Scott Chapman

• Species/Score = American Alligator 12’2 1/2”  (Gold)
Northeastern White-tailed Deer (typical)

91 4/8 (Silver)
Northeastern White-tailed Deer (non-typical)

220 6/8 (Gold)
Northeastern White-tailed Deer (typical)

158 4/8 (Gold)
Multi Horned Sheep 109 3/8   (Gold)
Northeastern White-tailed Deer (typical)

180 2/8 (Gold)
Texas Dall Sheep 99 7/8     (Gold)

• Category = Harpoon, Handgun, Rifle, Bow



• Member = Scott Chapman

• Species/Score = Chamois 24 6/8   (Gold)
Himalayan Tahr 41 4/8   (Silver)

• Category = Rifle



• Species/Score = Common or Ringed Waterbuck  
68 7/8 (Gold)

Warthog 31 15/16 (Gold)

• Category = Rifle, Bow



• Member = Scott Chapman

• Species/Score = Northeastern White-tailed Deer (typical)
94 5/8 (Gold)

Northeastern White-tailed Deer (typical)
89 2/8 (Bronze)

• Category = Rifle

• Species/Score = Cape or Southern Buffalo  127 2/8 (Gold)

• Category = Rifle



• Species/Score = Blue Wildebeest 85 4/8 (Gold)

Cape or Southern Buffalo 118 (Silver)

Common Sable Antelope       110 5/8  (Gold)

• Category = Rifle



• Member = Scott Chapman

• Species/Score = Northeastern White-tailed Deer (typical)
162 3/8 (Gold)

Shiras Moose 203 3/8  (Gold)

• Category = Muzzleloader, Rifle



• Species/Score = Chamois 21 6/8 (Silver)

Himalayan Tahr 46 6/8 (Gold)

Red Deer    346 2/8 (Bronze)

European Fallow Deer 201 1/8 (Gold)

• Category = Rifle

• Species/Score =
European Fallow Deer 171 5/8 (Bronze)

• Category = Rifle



• Species/Score = Red Deer 349 7/8 (Silver)
Red Deer 322 1/8 (Bronze)
Himalayan Tahr 37 7/8 (Bronze)
European Fallow Deer 174 6/8         (Bronze)
Himalayan Tahr 21 7/8 (Bronze)

• Category = Rifle



• Species/Score = Arapawa Sheep 117 (Gold)
European Fallow Deer 188 4/8 (Silver)
Himalayan Tahr 41 (Bronze)
Chamois 21 5/8 (Bronze)
Red Deer 401 6/8 (Gold)
Feral Goat 74 2/8 (Gold)
Red Deer 349 6/8 (Bronze)

• Category = Rifle



Category Awards

• 2020 Youth Award
• Drew Frye

• American Alligator 8’3”



Category Awards
• 2020 Best Overall Archery Division –

• Christina Hawkins
• Warthog 31 15/16



Category Awards
• 2020 Alternate Means –

• Ira Stanley Frye
• American Alligator 12’2 ½”  (Harpoon)

• 2020 Best Overall Rifle Division –
• Walter Jordan

• Himalayan Tahr 46 6/8



Category Awards
• 2020 Best Overall Muzzleloader Division –
• John Kupiec

• Northeastern White-Tailed Deer  (typical) 162 3/8



Category Awards

• 2020 Best Overall Estate Trophy –
• Joe Van Haverbeck

• Red Deer 401 6/8



Major Awards
• The 2020 Edward Minto North American 

Hunting Award –
• Ira Stanley Frye

• American Alligator Harpoon 12’2 ½”

• The 2020 Carl Sweers Memorial Award–
• John Kupiec

• Northeastern White-tailed Deer (typical) 162 3/8



Major Awards
• The 2020 John F. Gall Michigan Whitetail 

Award–
• Jeremy Keefer

• Northeastern White-tailed Deer (typical)  94 5/8

• The 2020 HR Somers International Hunting 
Award–
• Walter Jordan

• Himalayan Tahr 46 6/8



Major Awards
• The 2020 Schotthoefer Service Award–

Dennis Peters

Dennis, it is with heartfelt gratitude that the members of SCI 
Flint award you the James Schotthoefer Award for your 
dedication and service to our organization. You have been an 
inspiration and mentor for many who have enjoyed the services 
our club has to offer. Since 1999 you have been an active 
participant in SCI as a member, board member and past 
president. Your time and efforts helped the SCI Flint chapter 
achieve the goals the organization has tried to foster. As a result, 
through your hard work and passion, the organization grew and 
was awarded many accolades for a job well done. May you spend 
your golden years climbing those lost mountains and searching 
the prairies for the game species of your desires. The seas connect 
the continents you have hunted and shared with a great group of 
outfitters. Thank you for all that you have done for SCI Flint. 
Your achievement is well deserved!



So, there I was: staring so deep into the eyes of a monster buck that I could see his 
soul winking back at me.  My wizard of a guide, Aaron, told me it was the biggest 
deer anyone had ever seen in the history of all mankind.  I leveled my crossbow in 
nervous anticipation, and the buck just glared at me, daring me to take the shot.  
Breaths were counted and nerves were calmed.  It seemed like all time stood still, as 
life and death stood in the balance.  “With a buck that size at a distance like this, it’s 
going to take a masterful shot to even have a chance.  One shot in a million.  A shot 
only a genius could conceive and a master could accomplish.”

But I was up to the task.

My finger found the trigger and I considered the shot one final time before taking 
the plunge.  The wind, my scent, and even the Coriolis effect all needed to be 
considered before the optimal vector was decided on.  The touchiest of touches to 
the trigger sent a whizzing bolt of screaming death hurling through the space 
between us.  We were rewarded with a resounding THWACK as the bolt struck 
home, so wonderful and pure that the entire heart fell out of the backside of the 
deer.  “Best shot I’ve ever seen,” is all Aaron could mutter, again and again.

OK, so maybe it wasn’t a monster buck (it was a small doe).  And maybe my nerves 
weren’t laced with sweet steel as I lined up for the shot (I couldn’t stop shaking and 
my voice was 2 octaves too high).  And maybe- just maybe- the heart didn’t explode 
out of the back of the deer (it was a decent shot at best that resulted in some pretty 
involved tracking).  BUT.  But a deer was slain, and I was officially a huntsman.  The 
guides did a wonderful, wonderful job and worked their magic to allow a 43-year-old 
city-boy firefighter the chance to be called a “hunter.”

What a wonderful adventure we all had in the mecca of deer country.  Three 
firefighters and four police officers united under the banner of hunting.  It was a 
phenomenal opportunity to leave the traumas, the emergencies, and the stresses of 
our lives behind for a full week of fun and camaraderie.  There were laughs.  There 
were tears (not from me, of course, but all the other guys were huge crying babies).  
And there were deer.  So friggin’ many deer.  I’m not so good at counting past seven, 
but I’m pretty sure there were like a thousand of ‘em running around out there.

MEMBER HUNTS with SCI FLINT

2021 SCI Flint First Responders Hunt:
A Tale of Triumph

By: Peter Srantos



Our schedule was routine, and that routine was amazing.  Wake up super duper early 
(that part was challenging) and powwow in the living room to hear the guides outline 
the game plan.  For a never-was like me, it was fascinating to be a fly on the wall and 
hear these professionals analyze all the variables that go into planning a hunt.  Once 
the plan was laid out, we’d take to the trucks and away to our blinds.  At that point, it 
was patiently waiting in beautiful countryside and majestic forests for a chance to 
shoot a revered southern Illinois whitetail.  Hunts concluded when the sun did set, 
and it was back to the lodge for lies and laughs.  Stories were swapped over huge 
plates of food, laughter fueled by the sweet nectar of old Tennessee.  We’d all 
eventually get tuckered out, and on to the next day to live it up again.
On behalf of all the first responders involved with this truly magnificent experience, I 
say thank you.  Thank you to SCI Flint, to Monarch Rivers, and everyone involved in 
making a hunt like this possible.  It meant so much to all of us to be able to get away 
for something so special.  I had a ton of laughs, learned more than I thought possible 
about scent control, and even managed to bring down a deer.  Suffice it to say, I’m 
hooked!  I’m even in the market for one of those newfangled crossbows like the one I 
borrowed down there.  Again, thank you thank you thank you!

MEMBER HUNTS with SCI FLINT

2021 SCI Flint First Responders Hunt:
A Tale of Triumph

By: Peter Srantos



Why Join SCI Flint?
o Our mission is “Promoting wildlife conservation through education and 

providing habitat while protecting and enhancing the opportunity to pursue 
wild animals worldwide.”

o Regular newsletters with information about state, local, and international issues
o Award winning chapter named “Top Gun” Chapter of the Year multiple times.
o Chapter activities throughout the year including Christmas Party, Awards Banquet, 

Membership Meeting, and our award-winning yearly fundraiser.
o Access to the chapter on-line record book
o Regular legislative and regulatory updates
o Exciting chapter activities including member and youth hunts
o Support for conservation, humanitarian, education, and legislative activities
o Meet with well-respected hunting, fishing, and outdoor outfitters from around 

the world
o Help develop and fund hunting/archery activities in local schools and clubs.
o In partnership with Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger helping to feed the 

hungry in your community

Why Join SCI International?
o Subscriptions to SAFARI magazine and the SAFARI TIMES newspaper
o Represents members, volunteers, and committees in federal, state, and international 

lobbying for hunters' rights and wildlife conservation
o The American Wilderness Leadership School (AWLS) in Jackson, Wyoming offers hands-on 

lessons to teachers focused on the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.
o The Hunter Advocacy Action Center connects you with your elected officials.
o Information, stories, and tips, on local and worldwide hunting 
o Free access to the International Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters
o Participation in SCI Record Book and Awards plus access to SCI On-line Record Book

SCi FLINT 
SAFARI CLUB INTERNATIONAL FLINT REGIONAL CHAPTER 
JOIN TODAY 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
BE PART OF SOMETHING BIGGER! 

Name:_________________________________________  Address:_________________________________________________ 

City:__________________  State:______  Zip code:___________  Country:_____  Daytime Phone:________________________ 

New Members:  
1 Year Membership $80 Hardcopy  

($50 Flint, $30 International)  

3 Year Membership $300 Hardcopy 
($150 Flint, $150 International)  
 

Lifetime International: 
Hardcover $1500 
Hardcover $1250 (For 60+) 

 

Flint Only Membership: 
$50 (Must Be Current International Member) 

Renewals: 
1 Year Membership $115 Hardcover  

($50 Flint, $65 International) 
 

1 Year Membership $85 Electronic  
($50 Flint, $35 International) 

 

3 Year Membership $300 Hardcover  
($150 Flint, $150 International) 

 

3 Year Membership $240 Electronic 
($150 Flint, $90 (International) 

Enclosed is $______ Via Check #:__________ 

or charge to my:  MasterCard Visa American Express 

Card #:______________________________________________ 

Expires:________Signature:_____________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________ 

MAIL THIS APPLICATION TO: 
Dennis Peters, Membership Chairman 

73321 Van Dyke, Romeo, MI 48065 

Why Join SCI Flint: 

Why Join SCI International: 

 Membership meetings with outfitters and conservation representatives 

 Quarterly newsletters from Flint Chapter 

 Awards Banquet and Christmas Banquet provided at no charge 
             - One guest pass to accompany member at both banquets at no charge 

 Free Record Book 

 Bi-monthly issue of SCI’s award-winning SAFARI Magazine 

 Monthly issue of SAFARI TIMES Newspaper 

 Annual World Hunting Awards Publication 

 Eligible to attend SCI’s Members-only Annual Hunters’ Convention 

 Participation in the SCI Record Book of Trophy Animals and Awards Programs 

 Eligible to join a local SCI Chapter 

 SCI Hunter’s Travel Assistance Hotline powered by Global Rescue 

 Access to Hunt Reports 

 SCI “In the Crosshairs” e-Newsletter 

 Access To SCI First for Hunters Website 

 Official SCI Membership ID card 

 Free Access to SCI Online Record Book 

 Free Admission to the International Wildlife Museum at SCI Headquarters in 
Tuscan 

Sponsor: Dennis Peters # 2000-5325 

Mail this application to:
SCI Flint Regional Chapter/Membership
PO Box 639
Davison, MI 48423-0639
Enclosed is $_______
Charge to my ___ Mastercard ___Visa  ____ American Express
Card #_________________________________  CVV_________
Expires_________ Signature_____________________________

OR
Visit us on-line at SCIFlint.org/join

Name: ___________________________________   Address:_________________________________________

City: _____________________   State: ________   Zip: _______    Daytime phone: ________________________

Email:_______________________________________

New Members and Renewals:
q 1 year $50 Flint Chapter  

+ $65 International
q 3 year $150 Flint Chapter

+ $150 International

Youth Membership (under 21)
Date of Birth____________
q 1- year $25 Flint Chapter 

+ $25 International
q 3-year $75 Flint Chapter
+ $75 International

Lifetime International
q $1500
q $1250 Senior (60+)


